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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


THE PROMISE AND THE PROMISER. 
“ Lo, Iam with you alway, even to the end of the world.’ 


While the roaring of the tempest is abroad upon the waters, it is often refresh- 
ing to recur to the encouraging assurances of the divine Master. While, as at 
present, there is ‘‘ distress of nations with perplexity,” we shall do well to revert 
to first principles, for the comfort of Christians at home, and for the confirmation of 
those who, in foreign lands, are tossed upon the billows of this raging sea of per- 
secution, civil strife, and mutiny. The storm, doubtless, will pass away. The 
sun will shine again as fair as ever. The work will proceed and Christ will be 
glorified. In the mean time, in the promise at the head of this paper there is a 
source of consolation, to which we shall do well to take heed. 

Few events in the history of the world have involved more of the element of 
moral sublimity than the scene of the Ascension. And few sentences have been 
uttered in human language, around which clusters a more solemn, vivid and undy- 
ing interest than around the words, ‘‘ Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end 
of the world.” In doctrine, in consolation, in the manifestation of divine fore- 
knowledge and almighty power, what words even of our Lord were more pregnant 
or more suggestive? And how could even He, whose knowledge knew no limit 
and his power no bounds, have spoken words more befitting the occasion, more 
worthy of himself, more appropriate to his hearers, more suited to the emergencies 
into which the apostles were about to plunge, and in which.his ministers were to 
find themselves during every subsequent age ? 

In order to a proper estimate of the promise, we must consider who speaks it, 
to whom and for whose benefit it was uttered, and how long the promise is valid. 

He speaks it, to whom ‘‘all power is given, in heaven and on earth ;”’ ‘* who 
is the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person ;” 
‘Immanuel, God with us;” who “openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth 
and no man openeth ;’’ ‘“ for whom are all things, and by whom are all things.” 

It is spoken to men whose success in their labors for Christ depends on the ful- 
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filment of the promise. We have no power, He has all power; and in consulting 
for us, He consults also for his own cause. The words are joined with the apos- 
tolic commission, in which our Lord sent forth his apostles to “ preach the gospel 
to every creature.”” The passage has the air of an engagement, in which two par- 
ties are concerned ;—a covenant, in which there are conditions on both sides. As 
if it were said, ‘ You, my apostles, are to go into all the world and preach ; and I, 
on my part, engage to be with you even to the end of the world.’ 

The phrase—*‘ the end of the world *’—is the same that is used in Mat. 13: 
39, where it is said—‘ The harvest is the end of the world.” This, therefore, 
determines the duration of the commission, and the duration of the validity of 
the promise. So long the preaching of the gospel to every creature is to be 
pursued. So long will the Son of God be with his servants—“to the end of 
the world.”? Could our Lord have affirmed more distinctly his omnipresence, his 
omniscience, his power,—in short,—his divinity,—than in the incidental testi- 
mony embraced in these few words * 

And these words, coming from the lips of the divine promiser, were to be a 
source of power, and a source of encouragement. The apostles were now to be 
sent forth on a mission which, to the eye of human reason, might well seem hope- 
less. The reign of old superstitions, which had been gathering strength for thou- 
sands of years, was to be interrupted. Hoary systems, which had intertwined 
themselves with the institutions of governments and with the life of the peuple, 
were to be assailed. Opinions which had received the undoubting credence of the 
common people for generations, on which kings and senates had acted, which 
philosophers had sanctioned, and which it was deemed impiety to discredit, were 
to be attacked ;—attacked not by the learned, and the polished, and the influential, 
but chiefly by a few poor fishermen, belonging to a subjugated race, a nation de- 
spised by their conquerors ;—attacked with the avowed purpose of overturning 
them, of emancipating the world entirely from them, and establishing a new reli- 
gion. Judaism would rear its head in opposition on the one side ; philosophy and 
refinement, and no less, ignorance and superstition, on the other ; the world against 
the gospel ; the world against Christ ; the world against the efforts of the fisher- 
men of Galilee. 

Not only was it proposed to substitute a new religion as to forms ; ore- 
over to introduce a new idea regarding religion itself,—setting it above forms ; 
making it independent of them. It was proposed to make religion a thing of the 
inver man, beginning with a renovation of nature,—to be effected not by the 
power of any human agent, but by the power of the invisible and then unknown 
Holy Ghost,—a plain idea to us, but not so plain either to Jew, or Greek, or 
Roman. Men sent forth on such a mission would need a power without themselves 
and above themselves. For, for such a work mere men must be inadequate ; and 
for such men as the apostles to cherish hopes of success in themselves would have 
been absurd. 

It was therefore to meet the desponding spirit of his apostles, and of his minis- 
ters of every age, that Christ appended to his commission such a promise. When 
they comprehended who Christ was, and who the Holy Spirit was, this promise 
banished despondency. It took away the element of the impossible, and opened 
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wide the door of hope. For sorrow it gave them joy, and for fear and doubt 
abounding confidence. Henceforth, in every age of the world, when Christ’s 
ministers are disheartened, when their want of success distresses them, when the 
difficulties of the work perplex them, when they ery out in despair, ‘* Who is 
suflicient for these things t’’ the melody of Christ’s voice comes to them like sun- 
light on the cloud and like music on the breeze—‘ Lo, I am with you alway, even 


to the end of the world.” 


MEMOIR OF G. A. MATTHIAS, 
THE BLIND PREACHER OF ROSITTEN. 


The following memoir, partly from the pen of Mr. Kemnitz, and partly from an honorable 
testimony recorded by the Prussian Baptist Association, is translated from the Missionsblatt, for 
November, 1857. 

Gustavus Adolphus Matthias, the blind preacher at Rositten, died at that place Oct. 
1, after a sickness of six weeks. Ife was born in Berlin, June 1, 1826. At the age of 
two years he became totally blind. When he was thirteen, he entered the Institute 
for the Blind at Berlin, where he was taught reading, singing, music and the elements 
of science. Besides, he learned the art of weaving straw and shoe-making as a means 
of support. 

The director of the Institute was a deist, and young Matthias followed in his steps, 
notwithstanding the efforts of the singing-master, who was a believer, to save him from 
the abyss. Lis endeavors to communicate his infidelity to the other pupils involved him 
in a perpetual contest with the singing-master. For this reason he was afterwards 
removed from the institution. 

Having returned home, he devoted himself to manual labor; and, being left to him- 
self, he became a complete atheist. 

In the year 1848, Mr. Kemnitz preached at Storkow, the residence of Matthias, who 
went to the meeting, as he afterwards confessed, for the purpose of disputing with the — 
preacher and driving him into a corner. Moved with pity, Mr. Kemnitz earnestly 
endeavored to recover him from his errors, but he seemed very stubborn. When he 
visited the place again the next week, Matthias confessed himself willing to renounce 
some @t his errors, but said that he could not believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
This continued for several weeks. At length he came again on one oceasion with an 
irreligious man of similar infidel tendencies, for the purpose of disputing with Mr, 
Kemnitz. ‘The latter proposed that they should quote the passages of Scripture which, 
in their opinion, favored their views, with the understanding that he would answer 
them. Ilis companion soon became silent, and not long after Matthias also. Upon 
this Mr. Kemnitz pursued the subject, presenting some of the strongest proofs of the 
divine character of Christ. The word was set home to his heart by the Spirit. He 
was convinced, but rather than acknowledge it, he withdrew from the meetings. 

Sometime afterward Mr. Kemnitz visited Storkow and Matthias was present in the 
congregation, in consequence, as he afterwards said, of the persuasion of his acquaint 
ances. In the forenoon he had played upon the violin. When he was urged to attend 
the meeting, he consented, but said, “ If I go to the meeting, I shall never play on the 
violin again.” I is friends laughed at his remark; but an arrow from the Almighty 
was in his heart. On that day there was joy in the presence of the angels in heaven 
over one sinner that repented. After meeting, he walked home, a long distance, with the 
preacher. All the persuasion of his friends in the evening could not induce him to 
play again. Ife reminded them of his promise, and said that they were responsible, 
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Never afterwards did he play at a dance. He had awaked to a new life. This even- 
ing, the first time for seven years, he bowed his knees in prayer. He was assailed by 


fierce temptations. The tempter continually suggested to him that he was lost, that 
God would not hear him, that it was too late, and it cost him strong crying and tears 
to overcome his doubts. 

No sooner had he tasted that the Lord is gracious than he hastened to Berlin to see 
his old singing-master. It is easy to conceive with what joy the latter welcomed the 
return of his lost son. He remained several days, and made known to his fellow pupils, 
whose faith he had once labored to destroy, the wonderful change. He also visited the 
director, and told him how his views had been altered. Contrary to his expectation, 
he found no opposition, as the director had already become convinced that his former 
views were erroneous. 

On the first of November, 1848, he was baptized by Mr. Kemnitz. He was thence- 
forth a faithful disciple and an ornament of the church. With serious decision, he 
maintained the faith which once he destroyed. A few portions of the Holy Scriptures 
v, made 


printed in raised letters for the blind, given him by a tax-collector in Hambur 
him as happy as achild. Ie kept one of the books almost always with him, so that 
whenever he had leisure he might read with his fingers. And he became so expert in 
this exercise that, at a later period, he read the word of God in public so fluently that 
a person unaware of the fact would scarcely have suspected the manner in which it 
was done. 

In the year 1849, he preached for the first time in Berlin, greatly to the edification 
of the church. On the 5th of February, he was invited by the Prussian Union to go 
as a missionary to Stolzenberg. He accepted the trust, and was sent forth with the 
most ardent prayers for his success. Though he had contributed much to the advance- 
ment of the cause of religion in Templin and the outstations, it was at Stolzenberg 
that his hallowed influence began in a peculiar manner to be felt. A season of revival 
there found in him a faithful laborer, ready to devote to the work all his gifts and his 
powers. He was ready by day or by night to proclaim the gospel of peace. Neither 
his blindness nor his often feeble health deterred him from any effort, or from mecting 
the demands of any opportunity. He was never terrified by the malice of the encmies 
of Christ and his gospel. Fearlessly he met all opposers, and put them to silence by 
his deep acquaintance with the word of God, which he read rapidly, feeling with his 
fingers. Having passed through the gloomy discipline of infidelity, he was in a pecu- 
liar manner fitted to detect the weak points of the adversaries and to refute them. 
Hence, made the victim of their malice, he was often called to suffer; — he was many 
times in prison, he was led between the horses of the gens d’armes through mud and 
untrodden paths, and endured the scorn and raillery both of high and low. Thus he 
walked faithfully in the footsteps of his divine Master and of the noble apostles and 
martyrs of Jesus Christ. 

Among his brethren he was genial and loving. He enjoyed the society of the people 
of God, and joined with great delight in singing the songs of Zion. An adept in music, 
it was the joy of his heart to use his skill in this department for the edification of his 
brethren and to add to the beauty and attractiveness of the worship of God. He 
formed a choir in the church and took the lead of the singing. It was a touching spec- 
tacle to see him at the piano, with his sightless eyes directed to heaven, and to hear him 
pour forth the feelings of his heart in divine songs. In that world of joy he now 
mingles his voice with the choirs of the blessed. There immortal light shines around 
him, and no dark cloud hinders him from seeing Him whom his soul loved, whom he 
cheertully served, and to whom he was faithful even unto death. 

In the year 1855, when the out-station of Rositten was constituted into a separate 
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The 


distinguished prosperity of this church is chiefly due, under God, to his faithful ser- 


church, he was invited to be the pastor, Mr. Weist remaining as his colleague. 
vices. For them his departure is all too soon. 

A short time before pis death, Mr. Matthias visited the outstations of Rositten and 
Elbing, in an extended tour, and preached in many places to the joy and comfort of 
Ile had also stood by the sick and dying bed of a leading member of 
He 


travelled in excessive heat, performing wearisome journeys, to use his own words, full 


the brethren. 


the church at Gogolin, who was to go a little before him to the heavenly home. 


of love and joy, that he might win souls for Christ. His exertions probably laid the 
foundation for his last sickness. Soon after his return he was attacked by a nervous 
fever, to which his constitution yielded, and on the first day of October his soul entered 
into the rest which remains for the people of God. 

Mr. Weist, his fellow laborer, being absent on a journey, was not permitted to bid 
him farewell nor to be present at his funeral. In his stead, Mr. Penner, of Elbing, 
preached on the oceasion to about two hundred brethren and friends, whose sorrow for 
The sermon was from 2 Tim. 4: 7, 8, 
Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 


their untimely loss was testified by many tears. 


“T have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. 


Judge, shall give me at that day.” 


COMMUNICATIONS 


BURMAH. 
LETTER FROM DR. MASON. 


Native Agency- Schools at Toungoo. 


The introductory and other paragraphs of 
the following letter embody fruits of long 
experience on points of great practical inter- 
est. 


‘Toungoo, Sept. 9,1857. Itecan scarcely 
be necessary for me to repeat that the 
plans inaugurated here for a mission to 
be conducted through native agency, had 
the express approbation of both the Dep- 
the 
and that the experiment, through the 


utation and Executive Committee; 
blessing of God, has been successtul be- 
yond our most sanguine expectations. 
One missionary to advise with the pastors, 
to prepare a few Behai books, and to su- 
perintend the instruction of a few ot the 
bona fide teachers is necessary, but more 
would be a positive evil. For a mission- 
ary to administer the ordinances, and take 
the pastoral care of the native churches, 
is simply to roll back the tide of improve- 
ment to the very earliest days of the mis- 
sion, when we had no natives to do the 
work. 


FROM THE MISSIONS. 


It is the same in regard to educating 
the people. The Karens are as well able 
to conduct the great mass of the educa- 
tignal, as they are the pastoral labors; 
and when we put the work upon them, 
we are raising them in the scale of intel- 
ligence, and are also saving the churches 
at home the expense it costs there to sup- 
port a pastor. “ It seems a pity,” remarked 
a sickly female assistant, “that I must 
spend my time and strength in teaching 
arithmetic,when Pwai-pau can teach it just 
as well as I can.” Talleyrand would have 
said, “It is more than a sin, it is a blun- 
der.” Were the pupils taught these ele- 
mentary branches in the village schools, 
there would be not only the saving of the 
time of the missionary, but also the money 
it costs to support the pupils in the city; 
and the value of the village schools would 
be enhanced in the eyes of the natives by 
having something more than mere read- 
This 


same Pwai-pau acquired his knowledge of 


ing and writing taught in them. 


arithmetic in one of our Tavoy village 
schools, before he joined my theological 
class in the city. We have a seminary 
for theological education, which I trust 


38 


the Exec. Committee will be as able here- 
after to support as they have ever been 
willing; and so long as we can send our 
students there, it should ever be the object 
of the missionary to raise the standard of 
the native schools, and to lessen the im- 
portance of the normal school taught by 


himself or his wife in the city. Give us 


a superabundance of missionary help, 
and precisely the reverse of all this will 
be the constant result. 
the Executive Committee have been, for 


Straitened too, as 


funds for the last few years, the expense 
of a second missionary must be a considera- 
tion of no small importance. 

Mrs. Mason will be able to take the 
main superintendence of the educational 


department here. She already has the 
girls ; and it will be easy to attach to her | 
“ Institute”* a normal school with a native 
teacher for young men, managed and 
supported—perhaps with a little external 
aid—by the Karens themselves ; in which 
I could give lectures on the advanced sub- 
jects. Mrs. Mason, who for the last three 
months has conducted the most of the 
correspondence with the village school 


teachers, has already brought before them 

the importance of a self-supporting school 

for the young men, and has met with a 

most favorable response. 

Scriptures and School-books in Bghai—Gen- 
erous Aid. 

From January to May I was among the | 
Bghais, studying their dialect till I was 
ab.e to pray in it in jublic, and to trans- 
At first I had to 
write out every thing intended for the 


late and write in it. 


press, in my own hand; but I took a 
Bghai young man, and so drilled him that 
he can now take a Sgau book and transfer 
it to Bghai; and, after I have given the 
translation one revision, he copies it for 
the press, and we have a work in Bghai as 
While in 
America, I stated that it would be neces- 


accurate as the Sgau original. 


sary to prepare a few books in Bghai im- 
mediately, and asked for authority to do it 


* A school for females supported by native 
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and other local contributions. (Ed.) 
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Not meet- 
ing with any response in time, I turned to 


at the expense of the Union. 


other sources; and I have now the pleas- 
ure to report that this preparatory work 
may be considered as done, and done with- 
out drawing a rupee from the funds of 
the Board. The Calcutta Bible Society 
voted me aid, through the influence of 
Judge Wylie, to publish the Sermon on 
the Mount and Genesis at their expense, 
and the Caleutta Tract Soviety gave me 

But 


as none of these societies patronize books 


one hundred rupees to print a tract. 


that render baptizo by immerse, 1 turned 
to the natives themselves, who have agreed 
to purchase Matthew and a small collee- 
tion of Hymns. We still needed a few 
s0 I asked help of Major 


Phayre, who is an old friend of twenty 


school books: 


years standing, to print a Behai arithme- 
tic, and the translation into Behai of a 
brief’ treatise on land measuring and tri- 
wh ch I 


wrote and printed in Burmese and Sgau 


gonometry, with its applications, 


a dozen years ago at the expense of the 
Board. 


application by asking the Governor Gen- 


He promptly responded to the 


eral in Council to give me two thousand 
rupees for the purpose 5 any surplus to be 
applied, at my discretion, to similar works 
of utility. The grant was made without 
a demur, and I find, on calculation, that 
there will be a sum left with which I can 
pay for the printing of a small work on 
geography. I had my 
writer put Mrs. H. M. Mason’s Seau Geo- 


graphy into Bghai; and when I take up 


have therefore 


the revision for the press, I propose to 
make such additions and improvements as 
its use in our schools fifteen years and the 
progress of the world have suggested, so 
far as the means at my disposal may allow. 

The Trigonometry I have already revis- 
ed ; but for the Arithmetic I had depended 
on Mr. Whitaker, and he had had a na- 
tive put a portion of it into the dialect ; 
but I have never seen the manuscript ; 
and so have had my writer go to work on 
it. We shall soon have the first part—all 
required for the present—ready to go to 
press. And thus it will be seen, that na- 
tives, when properly directed, can do 
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much literary labor for the missionary, as 
well as save his strength in the school 
room. 


Missionary needed for Burmans and Shans. 


I recommend the appointment of an- 
other missionary here, with the least prac- 
ticable delay, for Burmans and Shans. 
After studying the Burmese language, he 
should take up the Shan dialect, many 


Shans residing here, many caravans of 


that people passing through the city an- 
nually from the northern borders of the 
Burman empire, and Toungoo being al- 
together the most eligible station, occupied 
by the 
a mission to the Shans, a people more nu- 
merous than the Burmese and less ground- 
ed in Buddhism. For this work I do not 
wish to take any one now in the field from 
Atter the 


operations of the last few years, and the 


his present labors. retrograde 
thinning of our ranks by death and retire- 
ment, it is time for an onward movement. 
I would therefore earnestly request the 
Exee. Committee to appoint for this work 
a young man whose acquaintance I made 
1t Newton, and whom I deem remarkably 


well qualified for the service. * * * 


Aid required in supporting Pastors and 
Teachers. 

There is one other subject to which I 
would advert. While the Toungoo Karen 
preachers and teachers in the jungles are 
all nominally supported by their churches 
and congregations, it should be understood 
that, to retain them in the work, it is ne- 
cessary to afford them, some at least, more 
or less aid. I met at the Shwaygyeen 
Association the last two of the Rangoon 
assistants on their return home, contessedly 
on the ground that they could not obtain 
an adequate support; and one of them, I 
found on subsequently visiting the village 
where he labored, had done very well, and 
was well reported of by the people. One 
or two Bassein preachers, very able men, 
have gone back, as I believe, from the 
same cause,—though not ostensibly so. 
Two others who were on the point of re- 
turning, ranking with our very best preach- 


Soard, for the commencement of 
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ers and teachers, IT have succeeded in 
detaining. One Tavoy assistant has also 
returned this season, complaining of going 
away poorer than he came. I was willing 
We must 
furnish these native teachers with station- 


to allow him to do as he chose. 


ery, and a single quill is often two cents 
in our bazaar. We must furnish them 
with penknives, and I paid five dollars, or 
a rupee apiece, for ten of the most infe- 
rior ones that were ever offered for sale. 
The best thing we can do is to buy paper 
of Mr. Bennett, and he charges us for 
printing paper, which we use for writing, 
fifteen rupees a ream; which does not, I 
believe, include freight; and this is five 
rupees a box from Maulmain, besides cart 
hire from the river here to the mission 
house. ink come at like 


enormous prices, and are seldom good for 


Pencils and 


much when purchased. Then we must 
pay their postage; and the Karens are 
I paid eight 
annas last mail for a single letter which a 


very fond of writing letters. 


‘Tavoy assistant was sending to his friends. 
These are small matters, and there are 
others like them, which in the aggregate 
cost considerable money, before we reach 
the matter of clothing, more or less of 
which we must provide, while the prices 
here are enormous; as the prices of all 
thingsare. Exclusive of the aid furnished 
Quala, Shapau and Pwaipau, Mrs. Mason 
and myself have disbursed rs. 245 among 
Karen assistants since we came here, in 


various articles as noted above. 


Proposed Rules in directing the Toungoo 
Mission. 

I propose, Ist, to pay no wages to any 
preacher or teacher settled in the villages, 
but to afford them such assistance as their 
circumstances may require and the means 
at my disposal may permit. 

Preachers travelling, without congrega- 


tions, cannot obtain more than their daily 
food for themselves; other things must be 
provided for them; and if they have fami- 
lies, their families must be supported. 
Assistants employed in the city for 
writers or teachers, must have, of course, 
considerable sums of money spent on them 
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for their support. My Bghai copyist, by 
my side, costs me more than ten rupees a 
month, including his clothing; and he has 
had nothing but necessaries from me. His 
handsome silk garment, which cost twelve 
or fifteen rupees, was furnished him by 
his parents. 

I trust the Executive Committee will not 
find any thing in the above against which 
to object. 

2. The administration of the ordinances 
and the pastoral charge of the churches 
shall be confided to the hands of the na- 
tives. This has already received the ap- 
probation of the Executive Com _ tee. 

3. Excepting theological education, all 
the educational institutions of the 'Toungoo 
Karens shall, if possible, be supported by 
themselves; and as far practicable, be 
taught by themselves ; with such aid as the 
residents on the ground are willing to af- 
ford them; but that aid to be regarded as 
temporary. They will soon be able to 
support all their schools independently of 
all foreign aid. 

This measure will, I trust, mect with the 
approbation of the Executive Committee ; 
for the saving of money is a matter of no 
small importance in these straitened times ; 
and yet that is the smallest of the gain. 
The putting of the advanced studies in 
charge of the advanced students to teach, 
does more to bring forward the people 
than half a dozen missionaries could effect. 
It is an indubitable fact that no school in 
Toungoo has yet taught anything that 
could not quite as well have been taught 
by some of our native assistants on the 
ground ; with the exception, perhaps, of a 
part of the theological instruction ; but for 
this we have a theological seminary. 
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about twelve, all of whom had been preachers; 
devoting an hour a day, five days in the week, 
In the course of the session 
the entire gospel by Matthew was studied by 


to this purpose. 


the class, who copied out the explanations of 
the missionary, spending from one to four 
days on each chapter. Besides the benefit to 
the pupils, it was an incidental advantage to 
the teacher, that in no better way could he 
have studied the Karen language, a knowledge 
of which under the present circumstances was 
greatly needed. “Ihave had to work hard,” 
Mr. W. writes, “knowing, as I did, next to 
nothing of the language when I commenced; 
but Iam convinced that I could not have taken 


a better course to learn Karen. 


Shwaygyeen, Sept. 30, 1857. — We 
have to-day closed a session of four and a 
The 


time has passed pleasantly, for the pupils 


half months of our Karen school. 


have had a mind to study, and their good 
conduct has rendered discipline unneces- 
We have had fifty different schol- 


ars, with an average attendance of about 


sary. 


forty ; the most of whom are converts. 
About the middle of the 
came from a heathen village; in two 


session three 
months they had learned to read, and 
As they left us, 
they said they wished to have a teacher 


what is better, to pray. 


sent to their village, promising that they 
with their friends would build a chapel 
and support him. The whole expense of 
the school has been a little over rs. 300, 
246 of which were avails of the labor of 


the pupils last year, and gifts of other 
Karens who, in clearing jungle for govern- 
ment, gave one sixth of their pay to the 
school. The rest of the funds were fur- 
nished by Mr. and Mrs. Andrews, of the 
comnissariat department ; whose liberality 
is deserving of a more than passing notice, 


for, besides being as a father and mother 


to us, they have given nearly rs. 400 in a 


LETTER FROM MR. WATROUS. year for missionary purposes. 


Shwaygyeen Karen School — Baptisms. 

In the absence of Mr. Harris, the general 
charge of the Karen department of the Shway- 
gyeen Mission has passed into the hands of Mr. 
Watrous, of the Burmese department. The 
school, reported below, was taught principally 
by a Karen assistant. 
struction however in some branches, in which 
the assistant was incompetent, to a class of 


Mr. Watrous gave in- 


Mea-kay, one of the ordained assist- 
ants, reports recently twelve more con- 
verts baptized; and we trust that the 
coming dry season will witness large aec- 
cessions to the ranks of our native breth- 
ren. 

The rebel Min Long, of whom I have 
before spoken, is still at large and disturb- 
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ing the peace of the country. He has 
made an attack upon Koukkee, a small 
city between us and Toungoo. Besides 
Szau Karens, he had many Shans and 
Red Karens with him. Most of the peo- 
ple fled; several were killed; but he 
was at length driven back, and after 
burning a neighboring village, returned to 
the Red Karen country. Since then, he 
has made several attacks upon the people 
of an old Karen chief who is friendly to 
the English government. Several have 
been killed, and forty are said to have 
been carried away to be sold into slavery. 
We hear that he is out on another cam- 
paign for war and pillage, and is within 
a day’s journey of Shwaygyeen. The 
Christian Karens live in fear that he will 
fall upon their villages and butcher the 
people and carry off their substance. But 
we pray that this calamity may still be 
averted. The commissioner is about to 
send a force against him, and we earnestly 
desire that this jungle robber may soon be 


stripped of his power. 
Burman Department—Sad Retrospect. 


The father of the Burman we baptized 
last M tv, who lives in the neighborhood 
of Rangoon, recently wrote us, expressing 
his purpose to come to Shway yveen and 
receive b plism it he could find leisure. 
Our assistant says that the Burmans here 
manifest a new interest in listening to the 
truth. They ill him to dillerent kvoungs 
and zayats to h to them—a_ fact 
Which is very encouraging; though no 
one of the inhabitants of this place has 
had as vet the boldness to come out and 
protess Christ. 

It is now about three years since we 
sailed from Boston; and within that time 
not # new missionary has been sent out. 
But death has not been idle. The dear 
br. and sr. Satterlee with whom we sailed, 
have gone to their rest. Br. Ingalls, with 
whom we passed the first nightin Burmah, 
has ceased from his labors. Sister Bixby, 
by whom we were entertained on our 
landing at Maulmain, has found a grave 
in America. Sister Harris, with whom 


we hoped to live long in Shwaygyeen, 
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sleeps by the side of her sister near a 
clump of willow-like bamboos on the mis- 
sion compound. And now our br. Whita- 
ker, with whom we so recently took coun- 
sel and rejoiced at the triumph of the 
gospel at Toungoo, and for whose return 
from Maulmain we were anxiously look- 
ing, will not come back to us, but we shall 
soon go to him. 

Brethren in America, how near we are 
to the Judgment Seat of Christ! And 


| yet what are we doing to carry out that 


Saviour’s last command ? 
NINGPO MISSION, 
LETTER FROM DR. MACGOWAN. 


Ningpo, Aug. 18, 1857. — The health 
of one of my children rendering a change 
necessary, I lately spent a few weeks at 
Shanghai, enjoying the hospitality of our 
brethren of the Southern Board. It was 
my privilege there to hear related the 
experience of several converts, and to 
witness their baptism. A new era seems 
to be dawning on that mission. Their 
little church of above a dozen members 
has been gathered within the past few 
months. Long before sowing what has 
just been harvested, they were called to 
winnow,—an operation which left them 
without any thing to show for what had 


been pres ic vusly done. 


Employment of Native Laborers —Impos- 
ture, how to be guarded against. 

It has, however, been chiefly among the 
Cantonese that our friends have had most 
to do in the work of excision. ‘The tens 
or scores who were baptized at the south, 
before our division and since, all turned 
back. stern resolution which the 
Shanghai missionaries have adopted, will 
tend to protect them hereafter from im- 
postors, who are to be found connected 
with every mission. They employ no na- 
tive assistance but what is voluntary. To 
an inexperienced person such a course 
seems impolitic. What more natural or 
proper than that a Christian Chinaman, 
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who is capable of imparting instruction, 
should be induced to give his whole time 
to that work, some parts of which he ean 
perform much better than the missionary ? 
The advantage of such a course has seem- 
ed so obvious, that in every case the first 
convert of a mission, who could be turned 
to any account in the work, has been 
taken as an employed agent. And why 
not ? Before 
conversion he lived from hand to mouth, 


Is he not worthy his hire ? 


dependent on hourly exertion for daily 
rice; how could he spare time for gra- 
tuitous missionary work ? 

Yet long observation and an intimate 
acquaintance with the subject have brought 
me to this point. Were I commencing a 
mission again, I would forego the advan- 
tage to be derived from native agency 
until the multiplication of converts enabled 
me to make a selection of those most fit. 
from a group of competent persons. In 
such a case those only should be selected 
whose greater zeal and ability had clearly 
pointed them out to the native brethren 
as possessing unequivocal qualifications 
and claims to become a salaried assistant. 
Hard would be the labor in such a case, 
and very slowly would the quarrying go 
on; but the materials would be such as 
to guarantee a well-finished and perma- 
nent structure. 

The use of native assistants cannot now 
be relinquished ;—our error consisted in 
prematurely employing them. It now re- 
mains only to be assiduous in the use of 
correctives of the attendant evils,—so to 
educate native Christians that they shall 
not consider the work of evangelizing to 
be the province of the paid brother only, 
and to let them early learn that the foreign 


supplies come not from an abundant and 
inexhaustible source. 


Missionaries restricted to the Consular 
Ports. 


Protestant missionaries in China are 
often very unjustly censured for confining 
themselves to the consular ports. Many 
have been the efforts of individuals and 
When 
I was at Shanghai, a missionary and his 


families to reside in the interior. 


wife succeeded in gaining a footing at the 
nearest large city in the interior, and it 
was hoped that others would be able to 
follow to that and other places; but I 
have just heard that a remonstrance of the 
mandarins, who acted on the complaint of 
some of the city people, who were insti- 
gated thereto by Romanists, had induced 
the English consul to order his country- 
men back from that city (Sungkiang.) In 
like manner, a missionary who took up 
his residence in a city on Tsungming 
island, near Shanghai, was compelled to 
quit the place, where there were several 
There, 


French Romanists, who are supposed to 


interesting inquirers. too, are 
be the authors of the complaint. As 
thines now are, public missionary work 


ean be carried on only in places at or ad- 


jacent to the ports. 


Wider Freedom to be looked for, not un- 
mixed with Evil. 


The result of the conflict now waging 
will doubtless be the further opening of 
an event to which all are 
Though 
somewhat of a sanguine turn, I regard 
If in 
consequence of the first English war the 


the country, 


looking with great anticipations. 
that result with some misgivings. 


gospel has sooner reached many cities in 
China, that same war has opened the 
country to the worst specimens of the 
human race. From Canton to Shanghai 
the coastlanders have been exposed to 
almost uninterrupted outrage. Rapine, 
murder, and greater crueltics, have been 
inflicted nearly every day by foreigners 
on the villagers of the coast. Open the 
country, and these desperadoes will pene- 
trate all its water-courses, and prepare the 
way for a war of extermination against 
outside barbarians; or, at least, render 
commerce precarious and missions all but 
useless. The problem for diplomacy to 
solve, is to make the reasonable demands 
of foreigners accord with the well-being 


of this government and people. 
Heart Untravelled.” 


In going from this secluded place to 
Shanghai, it is like changing a wilderness 
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for a city. It is going into the world, that 
is to say the foreign world, wheré there is 
an approximation to home scenes. I was 
there, for example, on Independence day. 
The river presented a gay spectacle, there 
being many American vessels in port, 
which displayed their colors; the most 
imposing being the Ariel, commanded by 
br. Cutler, of the Mariners’ church. At 
noon the place trembled from the firing 
of cannon, commenced from the decks of 
the U. S. steamer San Jacinto, taken up 
by B. M. frigate Pique, and followed 
by the merchantmen, greatly to the sur- 
prise of Chinamen. Could some of our 
Fourth of July orators have been present, 
have seen the American flag at the mizen 
of an English frigate commanded by a 
baronet, (at Macao the same thing took 
place under one of the scions of Eng- 
land’s nobility,) and have observed how 
Englishmen regard the day, his Anglo- 
phobia could not but have been moderated. 
It scems ungenerous in us to wage a mortal 
wartare against the children of our fath- 
ers’ cnemies, particularly as chartist and 
aristocrat alike confess that our cause was 
just. Let by-gones be by-gones, at least 
among those who aim to be civilized. 

On visiting the San Jacinto, I was 
made to feel that I was, as it were, on a 
far-reaching promontory of my native 
land. A wholesome state jealousy has 
caused the appointment of naval officers 
to follow the same rule which obtains at 
West Point in the admission of cadets, an 
apportionment of the officers among the 
States as in the congressional delegation. 
One, therefore, meets in the navy a fair 
representation of his countrymen. Our 
their 


officers regard all 


abroad, without 


countrymen 
respect to calling, as 
friends, whom they are always glad to 
serve. Our naval officers ought to be, 
and doubtless are, the most loyal citizens 
of the republic, and for this reason one 
must go abroad in order to appreciate the 
privileges of American citizenship. It is 
only from a distance that he can form 
adequate conceptions of her gigantic pro- 
portions and her importance to the human 
family. At home, men of partial views 
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are prone to fasten their gaze on some of 
the defects until they assume an unnatural 
magnitude ; whereupon he generalizes, 
and jumps to conclusions which unfit him 
for the right discharge of duties as a 
member of a self-governing society. 
Abroad, the oscillations and irregularities 
of the country appear nothing more than 
the aberrations of some mighty planet, 
either merely apparent, or, when really 
perturbed, the consequence of general 
laws essential to the harmony of the great 
whole. Could more who, designedly or 
ignorantly, contribute to the dismember- 
ment of the constellation, be sent into 
exile for a few years, they would learn 
patiently to endure ills which are insep- 
arably connected with mundane life. 
Popular Superstitions in China, assailable, 
and ready to giveway. 

Some recent files of the Peking Gazette, 
a semi-oflicial paper published at the 
capital, contain a memorial from one of 
the censors, advocating the sequestration 
of the lands of Buddhist and ‘Tauist 
priests and nuns for the support of the 
army. No reply has been made to the 
bold statesman ; the emperor merely pen- 
cils, “It is on record.” Yet the proposi- 
tion is highly suggestive, and it indicates 
the low estate of those superstitions. The 
Kwangzi revolutionists have not suffered 
much in public estimation by their icon- 
oclasm; and the imperial government 
might secularize Buddhism and Tauism 
without much violence to the feelings of 
the nation. 
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Interested Hearers —- Believers at Scharn- 
beck. 


July 1.— Traversed an unfrequented 
part of the country, in the hope of finding 
cottages where my errand, though new, 


might prove welcome. In this I was not 


In several huts I was well 
received, and the people gladly left their 


disappointed. 
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work (peat-digging) to listen to my words. 
Grieved, though scarcely surprised, at their 
ignorance, I listened to their confessions, 
that their hopes of heaven were founded 
on a vague trust in “ getting right some- 
how,” while they also laid some value on 
their attendance at church whenever busi- 
took them to O— 


these good people how far from the mark 


ness To show 
they were, was now my employ ; and God 
gave power to my words, so that the inquiry 
“ what must we do to be saved ?” was called 
forth, and led to interesting conversation. 
It had been my intention to proceed to 
Scharnbeck before evening; but the invi- 
tations given me to remain till the next 
morning, were too urgent to be withstood ; 
and in the evening the intelligence of may 
presence, having travelled with speed 
across the moor, gathered a goodly num- 
ber of persons at the house of my host. A 
simple earnestness characterized the as- 
sembly, and I do not doubt abiding im- 
pressions were made. Having with me 
only a few testaments, I promised soon to 
send one of our bible colporteurs with a 
supply of Scriptures. 

3.—At Scharnbeck I found the little 
band of believers continuing steadfast in 
the faith, but cast down because they are 
so rarely visited by missionaries. I sym- 
pathized with them in this regret, but do 
not see how the evil can at present be 
remedied, as our utmost exertions do not 
suffice to meet all the claims made upon 
us. I sought, however, to encourage the 
brethren, in the absence of human means 
for edification, to look the more to the 
Lord, and above all not to relax their ef- 
forts for the salvation of others, to which 
there appears to be a tendency. When 
I took my departure, I had the satisfaction 
of learning that my visit had served to 
refresh and strengthen our friends. 


The Cause at Bremen— Testimony to the 


[February, 


Our services at Bremen have of late 
been weil attended. Several persons who 
were our enemies have been brought to 
acknowledge that we teach nothing de- 


structive of man’s real happiness. By the 


desire of Mr. S., a gentleman of good 
standing in Bremen, I called to-day at his 
house. Although a firm Lutheran, he 
takes our * Missionsblatt,” and in many 


Ilis 


object to~day was to tell me of a book that 


wavs testifies his interest in our work. 


has appeared against us, written by an 
East Frisian clergyman. “It contains 
said Mr. S., * 


isa well known fact that your denomina- 


much that is untrue,” for it 
tion for high moral tone has no superior in 
the land. that 


we have you not all in the Lutheran 


l only regret,” he added, * 


ehurch.” 

Conversation with inquirers, attending 
to my correspondence, (which forms no 
small part of my missionary work.) Xc., 
oceupied me fully wntil on the 11th pro- 


ceeded to Verden. 
Refreshing Communion in a Garret. 


Six weeks ago T received a command 
from the authorities here to discontinue 
my proselyting labors in Verden, and our 
usual place of mecting has been narrowly 
The 


friends at Verden, however, having waited 


watched to prevent a “ conventicle.” 
as long as they could tor spiritual nour. 
ishment, at length wrote me that they had 
irret 
of Mr. Held’s house, where I accordingly 
Ilere 


I remained until the next afternoon, when 


found a safe retreat for me in the uv 


to-night found my resting place. 


the garret became the scene of holy en- 


joyments to a company of Christians,— 


enjoyments such as earth's fairest  pal- 
aces rarely know. There we assembled 
around the board spread by divine love, 
while the cheering rays of the sun, forcing 
their way through every small opening in 


the roof above us, spoke to us of that 


magnets. mightier Sun of righteousness, which has 


6.—Returned to Bremen after an ab- 
sence of five days. 


dispelled the darkness and gloom of our 


Travelling constantly | once unregenerate hearts. I do not re- 


on foot, I had an opportunity of discover- 
ing human habitations inaccessible to rail- 
roads and diligences. 


member ever to have felt more the pres 


ence of the Lord with us. Indeed, not 


one of us departed without a blessing. 
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On the morning after this gathering, the 
dawn of day found me returning to Bre- 
men, where my first business was to pre- 
pare a petition to the authorities of Verden 


for permission to worship God openly ; for 


it is a grievous thing to see the light of 


truth “ hid undera bushel.” T had agreed 


with the friends at V. that the petition 
should be forwarded to them for their 


signatures, 


The Word rejected by One, received by 
Another. 

18.—The heat to-day was almost intol- 
erable, so that L was compelled to take the 
railway to M. Scarcely had I entered 
one of the carriages, when a man accosted 
“Well, really I have taken 
I could not 


but endeavor to show him his folly in de- 


me, say ing 


too much (brandy) to-day.” 


stroying not only his body, but jis soul. 
But my admonition appeared ill-timed, for 
the man erew so violent in his expressions, 

he dreaded nothing more than 
to so dull a place as heaven, &e., 
and 


the other travellers interfered 


that 


bade him be silent. Later, when we had 


reached our place of destination, one of 


the men followed me. “ Thave been much 
struck by what vou said, Sir,” he said; “I 
have several bad habits which I have in 
vain tried to conquer, and you told us 
ever) thing is possible by the grace of God. 


Gladly I 


did so, and rejoiced to see the man’s earn- 


Will you explain this to me.” 
est desire for instruction. He bought a 
bible of me, to which Tadded some tracts, 
and received his promise to ask of God the 


streneth he needed to overcome sin. 


Aur. 7.— To-day I had the pleasure of 


receiving intelligence of the safety of my 
own brother, who is in missionary service 
in the East Indies. He wrote of the great 
danger to which he and the brethren were 
exposed, and that they had hitherto been 
wonderfully preserved. I took occasion 
from this letter to make the East Indian 
calamities the subject of special prayer at 
our meetings. 


Sewing Society—The Form and the Spirit. 


19.—Attended a meeting of our female 
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working society. By great diligence they 
have sueceeded the last quarter in prepar- 
ing and selling articles to the amount of 
seventeen dollars, which—considering that 
they are not ladies who have all their time 
at their disposal—is a considerable sum. 
26.—Visited a gentleman at R. He 
has been led to study the word of God, 
and to-day expressed his gratitude to me, 


Both 


himself and his wife see believers’ baptism 


for having commended it to him. 


to be seriptural, but Mrs. L. particularly 
takes umbrage at the unwsthetic character 
of immersion, especially in the case of fe- 
males. IT sought to show her that thoughts 
suggestive of anything like profanity, in 
this haly and expressive ordinance, come 
out of a heart described by our Saviour 
as a “den of thieves.” Mrs. L. confessed 
that in considering the matter she had 
dwelt more on the form than the spirit. 

30.—To-day many emigrants were pre- 
sent at our service, and evinced much 
interest. At the close, several came to 
shake hands with me, and to thank me 
for preaching the “ sweet gospel” to them, 
I admonished all to be not only hearers, 
but doers of the word. 

Sept.—The early part of September 
was occupied in attending the Triennial 
Baptist Conference at Hamburg. I re- 
turned at the close to Bremen, better fit- 
ted, I trust, in every respect for my la- 


‘ 
Paying Vows to the Lord—Summary. 


20.—To-~lay at the close of the service, 
at which I had been urging the welfare of 
our mission on my hearers, a brether came 
to me and pressed a dollar into my hand, 
whispering, “ * Pay unto the Lord thy vows.’ 
I have been very ill, and in my sickness 
determined if I should recover without 
having to call in a physician, I would give 
I was 
glad this simple-hearted brother had kept 
his vow. 


the price of his visit to the Lord.” 


Alas, how many vows of conse- 
eration to the Lord are made in the hour 
of distress, which the hours of prosperity 
never see fulfilled! May the Lord in- 
crease the faithfulness of his people on this 
point also. 
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Four persons, who have applied for 
baptism, will shortly be added to the church 
at Bremen. 

During the past three months, I have 
held forty-three religious services, and dis- 
tributed 800 tracts. 
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The Little Shepherd's Prayer. 


Though I can record, in the last quar- 
ter, the baptism of only three persons, 
there is sufficient evidence that many are 
seeking the Lord, while some have found 
Him who do not consider it to be their 
duty to leave the National church. 

At L., I was much pleased with a little 
boy, who appears to be converted. Not 
long ago he gave evidence of the strength 
of his faith. He was tending his father’s 
flock, and lost some of the sheep. God 
saw his distress. Remembering what he 
had read in his tracts, of the Saviour’s 
willingness to help, he knelt down and 
prayed aloud. “QO, dear Lord Jesus, 
help me to find the lost sheep, and I will 
promise to become a good boy.” The peti- 
tion was answered, and the lad is true to 
his vows, being diligent in prayer and the 
study of God's word. 


Preaching without ‘‘ Proselyting.” 


At Heringhausen, one of our sisters is 
suffering much because her son refuses to 
be confirmed, the clergyman and magis- 
trate having combined their efforts to com- 
pel the lad. These are the cases that gain 
us disfavor with the clergy. “ Preach and 
teach as much as you will,” is said to us, 
“but do not make proselytes.” But in 
this matter, above all others, it is impossi- 
ble to “serve two masters.” Our acver- 
saries would have us preach without 
effect, while the bible would have us preach 
the gospel so that it may become “a savor 
of life unto life” to all who hear it. 
Therefore, although, as far as in us lies, 
we strive to live at peace with all men, 
this we cannot, dare not, do at the expense 
of truth. 


[February, 
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Persecution under Divine Restraint. 


July 4.—Went to Eilsum, where I con- 
ducted two richly blessed assemblies. 
Many tears were shed. ‘The enemy, how- 
ever, has already risen against us, having 
been disturbed out of his long enjoyed re- 
pose. While I was preaching, stones and 
other missiles were put in motion to dis- 
turb us, but we were all too much interest- 
ed, to heed them. In prayer I entreated 
the Lord to make a way for us, and behold, 
when, at the close, I was leaving the house 
to proceed to another place, the whole 
mob was in an uproar, having quarrelled 
among themselves, and so forgotten to 
carry out their evil designs against us. 

The believers whom the Lord has viven 
me here, accompanied me a little way, 
and we conversed on the importance of 
the conversion of each sinner, since Satan 
finds it necessary to make such an attray 
to intimidate a few simple-hearted believ- 
crs. 

At Aurich I was well received by amer- 
chant, who said he had heard much both 
for and against the Baptists, and had long 
wished to converse with one. He is a 
Lutheran, and, holding Arminian doc- 
trines, was desirous to hear our views on 
this point. We conversed some time, and 
Mr. L. at length exclaimed, “ Yes, yes, I 
see there must have been an election, or 
no man would have been saved.” A fur- 
ther subject of conversation was the mis- 
sionary zeal of the Baptists, when, for the 
greater part, they believe that only the 
elect will be saved. Mr. L. produced 
many learned books in support of his 
views, and I had only the bible; which, 
however, again proved the mightiest 
weapon in deience of truth. 

The Bible against Popery. 
20.—Travelled to Posenburg and Mep- 
pen. At the latter place I had occasion 
to see the idolatry of the Romish church. 
There before an image of Christ about 


thirty persons lay on their knees, busily 
using their rosary. My beart burned with- 
in me at the spectacle. I scarcely knew 
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how to act for the best; but, waiting until 
the devotions of the people were ended, I 
then began to distribute tracts. A young 
man whom I asked, “Do you love the 
Lord Jesus ?” replied, “ lave I not just 
now given proof of this by my prayers ?” 
“ Not to my mind,” was my answer, * for 
our love to Christ is proved by our obe- 
dience to Him, and He has in his word 
prohibited our worshipping images.” “ That 
is impossible,” exclaimed the young man, 
“how else could our priests enjoin such 
worship on us ?” My companion appeared 
so excited that I went aside with him, and 
read from the bible passages suitable to his 
ease. “ This is enough to make one lose 
his reason,” he groaned forth; “ whom are 
we to believe, if not our priests 7” | now 
sought to show him that the word of God 
is of such a character that he who runs 
may read, and that we need no human in- 
terpretation in order to understand its 
instructions. My young companion listen- 
ed with eagerness, taking in my words 
apparently without a doubt, and finally 
bought a bible, which he said not the Pope 
himself should prevent him from studying. 


Praying that through the conversion of 


this young man many more might be led 
from darkness to light, I quitted Meppen. 


A Christian Laborer. 


In the railway I gave a tract toa female, 
who, after having read it, begged me with 
tears to give her a sinall supply for distri- 
bution among the prisoners at the jail of 
Lingen, as she had opportunities of coming 
in contact with them. “If your little 
books,” she added, “ were more read and 
appreciated, our prisons would be less fill- 
ed with guilt and wretchedness.” ‘This 
person appeared to be of superior station, 
and interested in charitable institutions. 
At her request I gave her my address, and 
pwipised at any time to supply her with 
tracts. 

At L. she left the train. 
she done so, when a respectable looking 


Searcely had 


man took a seat beside me. “ Do you 
know that lady?” he asked; and on my 
answering in the negative, continued, 
“She is a most extraordinary person. 
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Her father is wealthy, and she might live 
in constant luxury; but she prefers going 
among the miserable and despised of the 
earth, to do them good, no doubt; still it 
seems tome a very strange taste, and cer- 
tainly unlady-like.” The smile which this 
last objection might have called to my face 
was repressed by the important lesson to 
“If what you 
say is the case,” I replied, “ then this lady 


be taught my companion. 


is a true follower of Jesus Christ, who laid 
aside the glory he had in heaven and be- 
came an inhabitant of this wretched world, 
in order todo good to sinners.” My com- 
panion was impressed more than I had 
expected by these words. “Iam no mys- 
tic,” he said, “ yet if I could believe Jesus 
Christ to be the Son of God, his life and 
doctrines would have great attractions for 
me. I know of no philanthropy to equal 
his.” On further inquiry I found the 
young man to be acquainted with the 
bible, as he had been confirmed by an 
evangelical clergyman ; but subsequent in- 
tercourse with infidels had destroyed his 
faith in God's word. Our conversation, I 
trust, served somewhat to awaken new in- 
terest in it; for my companion bought a 
bible of me, and thanked me warmly for 
having revived old recollections in him. 

Aug. 24.—In passing through Leer I 
was obliged to obtain a pass-card. I an- 
ticipated difliculties, but found the magis- 
trate, who had me imprisoned well nigh 
two years for arrogating to myself the 
term * preacher,” willing to do all in his 
power for me. I can attribute this only 
to the peaceable, consistent conduct of our 
brethren in Leer. 

At the commencement of September I 
set out on my journey to the Conference 
at Hamburg, and in so doing visited seve- 
ral preaching stations. 

The proceedings of the Conference 
were fraught with instruction and enjoy- 
ment to my own soul. Only too fast those 
pleasant days passed away, and on the 
1ith I returned home. 


Toleration in Oldenburg. 


At Moorhausen I was well received by 
a family, whom my visit, as 1 was passing 


a 
an 


| 

| 
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through M. on my way to Hamburg, had 
served to decide on the subject of believ- 
ers’ baptism. ‘Their newly born infant will 
Here Learned that the 


people who some time ago disturbed our 


not be baptized. 


meeting at Kilsum, had been fined sixteen 
dollars for disturbing the peace. Our po- 
sition is thus becoming increasingly estab- 
lished in Oldenburg. As soon as possible 
I therefore again proceeded to Eilsum, 
where I addressed four hundred persons. 

A woman who had been converted, came 
to ask me whether she would do rieht in 
the 


Sunday in the Lutheran church. 


taking Lord's supper oon the fol- 
lowing 
“Do you wish to be considered a part 
of the borly assembled there,” asked. 
aed No, for I know the greater part ol the 
communicants are unbelievers, and so also 
is the minister.” “If you are convinced 
of this,” I replied, “then you would be 
profaning the Lord’s supper by partaking 
of it in such society.” The poor woman 
was evidently strugeling between a sense 
of duty and the favor of man, as on the 
following Sunday her entire family intend- 
M 1s the 
Lord give this poor woman strength to do 


right. 


ed attending to the ordinance. 


Only those who have been ina 
similar position can estimate its difficul- 
ties. 

Summary. 


Until the end of September I was con- 
stantly travelling, and can gratefully testi- 
fy to the blessing following my labors, 
especially in those places where I at first 
met with the strongest opposition, —places 
for which, perhaps, | have prayed more 
than for others. 

During the past quarter I have held 
thirty-four religious meetings, and visited 
350 families. 
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Hopeful Efforts. 


Mr. L——— writes from © , Nov. 9— 
I had recently a delightful day at ——. 


I arranged with the brethren to hold a 


| J! 5 ol 
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meeting for worship on a high mountain 
near the village. It was our design to 
bring together several souls from the sur- 
rounding villages, in order to preach to 
them the good news. Our object was at- 
tained. ‘The weather was fine. thoneh a 
lithe cool: notwith tanding, we had the 
j number of Cathoh i 


I prem hed from PP 


Though the discourse wits ney, 


secmne a 
our assembly, 

the hearers attentive to the 


were very 


and seemed impressed 


close, 


Some days later I went to visit the 


brethren at and - ane 


a nicht at , Where new sou 
seeking the truth, and where T heb 
meeting, It was a delightful ov 
I found there a pious woman, a true Lyd 
though more advanced than Lhad es 
ed. She understands pertectly th 
salvation, and appears to hav 
“that the Lord is gracious.” Sh 
ing the work of anes in ‘list In re 
her husband, her fath 
even some Roman Catholic 
has access. 

A young man of- 


to infidelity, las 


just read with 


book on the evick nees of Ch i 


lent him. Ile seems 


promi ing state of mind. Tle 


which to be 


reads the 


ible with seriousness, and is bevinning to 


pray. I have mach hope for hun. 
I was called lately to attend the funeral 
of a child of one of our brethren at 


We were 


of salvation without molest ition to a great 


suffered to pro laim the news 


company who followed us to the 


to the 


cometery. 
Many tears bore witness emotion 


that was experienced. 
Appeal to the Emperor for religious 
Liberty. 
I took advantage of the presence of the 


Emperor last week at -to renew 


the petition for religious liberty tor my 


brethren and myself. I did not tail to re- 
mind his Majesty of his own words, and 
of the promise which he made to our de- 


putation at Compiégne in 1853.* 1 beg- 


* Seo Magazine for March, 1854, p. 81. 
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ged him to inquire concerning us of the 
—, and of Mr.———, di- 


rector of the glass manufactory, under 


mayor of 


whose superint ndence are our pring ipal 

members. ‘The Emperor received my pe- 

tition graciously, but what will be the re- 

sult, God only knows. Let the Lord’s will 

ln done. 

An awakened Conscience — ‘‘ Great Peace 
have they that keep Thy Law.” 


Mr. -~writes from ——, Nov. 156, 


Last week went to Douai, where had 


along and serious conversation with Mr. 
and Mrs. 


truth, intellectually, but, unhappily, his 


——, The former knows the 
position is a wreat ybst wle to his conver- 
sion. But God is mighty, and perhaps he 
will one day take into his service this in- 
tellivent and capable man, as an instru- 
ment of doing good, As to his wile, her 
conscience is not at rest; she sometines 
regret that she ever saw us, because we 
have shaken her confidence in the Catholic 
church. 

Our brother - does not suller se- 
riously trom his solitary situation. Being 
without a wife and having ungrateful chil- 
dren, besides an idiot daughter, suffering 
under bodily infirmity, and gaining a liveli- 
hood only with difliculty, a man of the 
world would pronounce his condition an 
unhappy one. Notwithstanding, he said to 
me the other day, * Mr. - 
happy, exceedingly happy. My income ts 
sinall, it is true, but it is enough. ‘Phe 
Lord isalways with me. 1 pray olten and 
read the word more than ever. My com- 
O, am 


llow is the gospel to 


munion with God is so sweet! 
happy!” 
give such happiness to a man whom the 
world would call miserable. Ah, this 
brother is rich, for he has God with him; 
and God fills his heart and supplies all his 
need. Communion with God is all and 
in all; without it, a man is poor even in 
aflluence ; with it, he wants nothing, even 


in a condition apparently the most needy. 


Power of the Gospel—A blind Preacher. 


From Douai I went to — 
the church still survives. 
4 


—, where 


It is small, but 
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composed of members who are devotedly 
pious. Two young persons there have 
asked for baptism. One of them was a 
libertine, pursuing with ardor the pleas- 
ures of the world, and abusing his health 
hy excess. But God arrested Lim in his 
career and opened to hin the divine word ; 
and now this young man, who a few 
months ago Was ignorant of the vospel, is 
already advanced in knowledge, and 
shows in all his conduct that he is a new 
man. Ilis.relatives, instead of rejoicing 
in the change which has taken place in 
him, reyret it, and labor to turn him from 
the right path ; but he continues firm. I 
am never in haste to baptize, and I have 
thought it my duty to advise these young 
persons to wait some time longer. 

Some weeks since I went to ——, 
where [I held a meeting at which about 
twenty hearers listened with much atten- 
tion. Many of them at different times 
had been at our worship here, and seem 
well disposed. May God do his own work 
in this country. 

At -, our evening meetings have 


recommenced. Some of our members 
there desire greatly to see the kingdom of 
Christ advance among them. The most 
zealous of them is our blind brother ——, 
who uses every effort to bring sinners to 
the knowledge of Christ. He holds meet- 
It is truly affect- 
ing to see this blind man explaining to 


ings every Lord’s day. 
others the word of God, much of which 
he has learned by heart. Once a month 
he comes to us to enjoy the Lord’s Supper, 
which requires him to travel six leagues, 
What will not 
a person do, who is filled with the love of 
Christ and constrained by it ? 


with no guide but his dog. 


At —, there is an increase of zeal 
and interest. Our Wednesday evening 
meeting is better attended than ever. I 
hope many souls will soon give themselves 
to the Lord. 


Shall the Union abandon the French Mis- 
sion? 


From Paris Me. D 


writes,— 
By the above letters it is evident that 
God sensibly blesses our work. We are 


\ \ 
o 
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not alone in the struggle, the almighty 
Shepherd is with us, and it is his work to 
convert sinners. And we should have 
just cause for disappointment and sorrow, 
if, in consequence of the hard times, our 
dear mission should be abandoned by the 


Union. 


America will not desert us; 


We hope our dear brethren in 
we hope, al- 
though we are even now desponding. 


Everything here goes on as usual. Our 


MISCE 


Miscellany. — Progress of Evangelization in Spain. 


LLANY. 
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meetings on the Sabbath continue to be 
well attended, and the number of hearers 
is on the increase. Several to whom we 
have preached the gospel for some time 
seem to make progress, and — we are not 
deceived in our hopes, we have reason to 
believe that they will soon be joined with 
us. 

Our colporteur labors zealously in 


P———, and does much good among us. 


EVANGELIZATION 
SPAIN. 


IN 


PROGRESS OF 


We glean from the Spanish Evangelical 
Record a few facts and statements rela- 
tive to the progress of the gospel in that 
country. They encourage the hope that 
into the profound moral darkness which 
rests upon it, some rays of evangelical 
light are penetrating. 

Opportunities are found of distributing 
the sacred Scriptures and other evangeli- 
cal publications to a greater extent than 
might have been imagined. Thus, in the 
course of two years, above one hundred 
thousand copies of the bible, or separate 
bound portions of the bible, and other 
works, have been circulated. The agency 
by which this is done works quietly, but 
with manifest effect. The priesthood have 
exhibited their alarm for some time past, 
and press on the Government the neces- 
sity of employing vigorous measures to 
detect and suppress these heretical books. 
‘Hitherto, however, nothing has been effect- 
ually done. Bibles, books, and tracts 
multiply on the face of the land, and in 
desperation the Popish authorities have 
hastened forward persecuting edicts and 
efforts, which have been pressing one upon 
another. Anxiety is, of course, produced, 
lest any of the agents should be seized, 
and they are compelled to act with the 
greatest caution; but hitherto, through 
the good providence of God, not a finger 
has been laid on any one of them. Mean- 


| tion of books. 


while, the desire of the Spanish people to 


| obtain the Word of Life seems only to 


have been sharpened by what they have 
already received. 

Several missionary tours have been un- 
dertaken by Spaniards, and thus the con- 
nection has been widened for the circula- 
To some extent city mis- 
sionary labor has been connected with 
book distribution. Private meetings have 
also been formed for the exposition of the 
word of God. These meetings are held 
with locked doors, and are attended by 
about a dozen persons. Believing Span- 
iards, both male and female, make known 
the gospel to others in their own sphere. 
One young girl has been frequently found 
in huts reading the word of God, and 
engaging in extemporaneous prayer for 
the enlightening and saving grace of the 
Holy Spirit. 

About two years ago, an agent of the 
Spanish Evangelization Society* in Spain 
gave a copy of the testament into the 
hands of a Spaniard. Struck with the 
contents of the sacred volume, the receiver 
of it soon after renounced Popery, and 
became an earnest disseminator of gospel 
truths and Protestant principles among 
his fellow-citizens. In consequence of the 
rigor and intolerance of the Government 
of Spain, he was under the necessity ot 


* The Spanish Evangelization Society has 
its seat in Edinburgh, but finds many contrib- 
u ors in various parts 0 the country. 
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confining his instruction to five or six indi- 
viduals at a time. 
standing, have had portions of the word 


Very many, notwith- 


of God read and explained to them from 
the lips of this Spaniard. He has also 
been indefatigable in the circulation of the 
Scriptures, and of the society’s evangelical 
publications. Several priests, cognizant 
of his evangelistic work, remonstrated 
against his proceedings, and entreated 
him to give up the circulation of religious 
books, and to return to the bosom of the 
Church. 
and he continued zealously to go on in 
The 


result has been, that very many — “ hun- 


All, however, proved in vain; 
his voluntary evangelistic work. 


dreds,” says our informant — individuals 
to whom he has thus declared the truth, 
have renounced Popery. This good man 
has latterly become desirous of devoting 
himeselt entirely to the work of God among 
his countrymen. He was, therefore, pro- 
posed as a suitable agent to the Spanish 
Ey ingelization Society ; but, before the 
apple ition could be presented to the 
committee, other friends of Spain solicited 
his services as a missionary among Span- 
He gladly 
ed their offer, and lately quitted 


iards in) another country. 
emors 
the shores of Spain, as a Spanish mis- 


sion 


he 


y to Spaniards. Like the apostle, 
+ accompanied to the vessel by many 
friends in the gospel, of whom he 
: affecting farewell. About twenty 
mid seven or eight women, who had 

ompanied him, received his latest 
My beloved 
s, no Popery, the Bible, nothing 
Bible; and for the rest, trust to 
rd and His beloved Son, our Re- 


in these words: 


went visited three villages with 

\-five tracts. In the first, the tracts 
received by persons of the middle 
vith eagerness. In the second, they 
listributed among liberals, who wish- 

have copies of the Preservativo 

Roma, which they said was a good 

The agent told them he had none 

With him, because they were prohibited. 
They replied, that the prohibition of a 
good thing makes them anxious to possess 
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it. The agent promised them a supply, as 
he knew the gentlemen, and had confi- 
dence in them. The remainder of the 
tracts were given to both rich and poor, 
who received them with pleasure. A 
friend took the agent to a cellar, of which 
two men had the charge. He gave to 
each a copy of “ The Scripture Extracts.” 
They were most thankful. 

In a city where the agent is prevented 
from meeting with his flock, from the sur- 
veillance of the police, he received the 
following note from one of them: “I have 
visited all the flock. By faith they are at 
the foot of the cross, washing in the foun- 
tain opened for sin and iniquity. They 
Another 
note, from the same person, is as follows : 


continue to feed upon Christ.” 


“IT have paid another visit to the flock. 


They are all well in health, and enjoy 


spiritual blessings, which is manifest from 
their cheerful countenances. I must con- 
fess to you that I learn a great deal, and 
obtain great benefit by my visits. They 
are grateful to you for the blessings they 
experience. I read to them and pray 
with them. God bless you.” 

The same agent writes to Edinburgh 
as follows: “Ihave need of much faith 
and grace to support me amidst so many 
adversaries of the truth. The gospel is, 
however, finding its way, and no one can 
stop its progress. We have cause to be 
grateful to God that many are inquiring 
atter the truth, I went to —— with 
eighty tracts; they were all eagerly re- 
ceived, and I could have distributed more 
if I had taken them with me. 


tleman said, that if I had a church to 


One gen- 


preach in, thousands would go to hear my 
sound doctrines.” 

Dr. ——, in sickness, was visited by the 
agent. He had, he said, received conso- 
lation by reading the word, and claiming 
After read- 
ing and conversation, the agent knelt down 
to pray. “ Wait,” said the dodr, “] 
want to kneel likewise.” 


the promises made by Christ. 


On being ad- 
vised not to attempt it in his weak state, 
he said, “* Permit me to do so; perhaps the 
Lord will hear my imperfect prayer.” 
He was assisted into a kneeling posture. 
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His wife knelt 
words of prayer as they were uttered by 


also. He repeated the 


the agent. ‘The prayer was scarcely fin- 
ished, when he said with joy, “I feel that 
Christ has said, * ‘Thy faith hath saved 
thee.’” 


ing, and was put into bed. 


He then appeared nearly faint- 
On another 
occasion, Dr. —— was found somewhat 
better, and was listening to a servant 
reading the word of God: he said that 
he was “hungering and _ thirsting after 
righteousness.” The agent read, expound- 
ed, and prayed, his wife and two servants 
being present. The touching accounts 
further received of this Spanish gentle- 
man’s experience give every evidence that 
he has savingly embraced the truth in the 
love of it. Should he recover, his influ- 
ence in favor of the truth, in his sphere of 
medical practice, may be very great. 

“T went to Senor ——; he was in bed; 
he said he was about to send for me, be- 
cause he found himself ill. In the course 
of conversation he said, * My faith is in- 
creased, and my soul rejoices in God my 
Saviour. I am resigned to the will of my 
Father, who does everything for the best. 
I feel a consolation I cannot express, and 
a steadfast hope of being saved by the 
merits of my Redeemer, who is gone to 
prepare a place for me, that where He is 
I may be also.’ I read, expounded, and 
prayed with him. . . . 

visited 
thought I had abandoned him; I told him 
He said to 


me, ‘ Old things are passing away, and all 


Senor ——; he said he 


Thad no idea of doing so. 
things are becoming new to me. Before, 
I sighed for earthly things, and now my 
‘Don't 
‘Yes, I 
‘Do you enjoy any of the promises 
‘Yes, I do; 


I have asked, and He has granted what | 


soul longs for heavenly blessings.’ 
you enjoy peace in your heart ?’ 
do.’ 


that God has made to you ?’ 


have asked in conformity with his blessed 
will; Lhave sought him in time of trouble, 
and 
ed at the door of mercy, and it has been 


has delivered me. 


opened to me.” ‘Have you ever any 
doubts?’ ‘Yes, I have; but I fly to 
Christ for refuge, and He protects me.’ I 
real, expounded, and prayed with him.” 


IT have knock- 


[February, 


A Spanish agent, partially employed 
by the Spanish Evangelization Society, 
has performed the following amount of 
evangelistic labor, from 7th January to 
tth July, 1857, being a period of six 
months. Two hundred and sixty-one 
visits for religious instruction were made 
by him. ‘Three hundred and seventy-five 
visits were made to him for the same pur- 
pose. le has delivered sermons in a 
private way, which have been attended in 
all by 2,570 persons. fe has sold ninety- 
six entire copies and portions of the Sx rip- 
tures, and distributed, gratis, thirty-one 


copies; 527 tracts have likewise been dis- 


tributed. The supply of bibles and tracts 
possessed by this agent has been limited. 
Means are being taken to have him more 
abundantly supplicd, to enable him to 
secure a much larger circulation. 

The 


sionary, has received accessions, from 19th 


Protestant cause, under this mis- 
Nov., 1856, to July, 1857, to the number 


of 213 individuals. In consequence of 
Pius IX, in favor of the 


Immaculate Conception, seven fiunilies at 


the dogma of 


once joined the Protestant movement. 
Many others followed their example and 
others would have done so but from fear 
of the Government. All these—two hun- 
dred and thirteen persons—are under the 
pastoral instructions of this missionary. 
They meet in smali numbers in his house, 
and in the houses of each other, he con- 
Three Spanish 


They 


ducting divine service. 
gentlemen lately waited upon him. 
told that they 


heart, and were working in favor of the 


him were Protestants in 
reform. ‘They stated that they knew many 
families in different places who are of’ the 
same sentiments, and whose great desire is 
to have liberty to embrace the true faith 
of Christ, and so to be delivered from the 
“infernal abyss of error in which,” they 
say, “the Popes have for so many years 
involved them.” These three Spanish 
gentlemen are preparing tracts on religious 
matters, for the purpose of printing and 
circulating in Spain. The manuscripts 
have been submitted to the missionary; 
and he states that “they are very wisely 
written, and very much fitted to further 


iy 
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the cause of the reformation in Spain. 
These gentlemen are Spaniards,” the mis- 
sionary adds, “and are well known by 
their high position.” The Protestant com- 
munity, under this missionary, has lately 
had the addition of two ladies, four gen- 
tlemen, and an Italian professor of music. 
Fourteen other persons are, at present, 


under instruction, with a view of joining 


the Protestant church under his pastoral 


charge. 

About twenty years ago, a Christian 
gentleman in Spain collected a number of 
children together for instruction in the 
truths of the gospel. The singing of a 
hymn caused the discovery of this to the 
priests. The gentleman had in conse- 


Another 


Christian centleman in Sp un took up the 


quence to leave the country. 


work ; and the result is, that these children 
now constitute a community of believing 
Protestant Christians, who meet together 
in secret for divine worship, thougd with- 
out a regular pastor. 

Individuals, associated in political par- 
ties, have of late berun to meet te cre ther 
pose of reading 


on Sabbath, for the pur 
The soviety’s Spanish 


the Scriptures. 
Scripture Catechism having fallen into the 
hands of some of them, they have ex- 
pressed their great valuation of it, be- 
cause it is from the word of God. 

A Christian individual, laboring amone 
Spani irds for the saviety, but trom love to 
the cause, has, since the last notice we 
gave of him in our November number, 
read the Scriptures to many Spaniards, 
instructing them in its sacred truths. He 
has, besidk a, supplied above a thous 
willing re ipients with portions of the 
Scriptures, and tracts for themselves, their 
friends, and countrymen. Many other 
Christian persons are engaged in a similar 
manner in the Society's evangelistic work, 
and with similar success. 

A letter has heen received, by one of 
the Society’s agents in Spain, from a 
Spanish gentleman in the army, desiring 
to enter into correspondence with him, and 
wishing supplies of books. This gentle- 
man, whose name is known to us, though 
we forbear to mention it, states that he 
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knows of above 6,000 persons who are 
devoted to the gospel. 

The same agent has likewise received a 
letter from another gentleman, offering his 
services in the great work of the Gospel. 
A letter, likewise, from a near relative has 
been received, stating the names of five 
well known individuals, desirious of enter- 
ing into correspondence with him. — 


Evang. Christendom. 


BUDDHISM AND ROMANISM. 


In reviewing the features of the Buddh- 
ist sect, no one can fail to be struck with 
the marked resemblance to those of the 
Romish church. The priests of both seets 
shave their heads, wear a peculiar garb, 
and are forbidden to marry. Both sects 
have monks, who shut themselves up in 
cells to exclude worldly objects 3 and nuns 
who take the vows of chastity, and shut 
themselves up like the monks. In their 
worship they have the same mummeries 
and mancenvres, bowings and cenuflexions, 
narchings and countermar hings the 

chantines, and ji iwling of bells, 
burning of incense, lichting of candles, 
repetition of prayers, and pouring or 
sprinkling of holy water. Soth pray in 
an unknown tongue, use beads to count 
the number of their prayers, go on pilgri- 
ages, have religious processions, observe 
fasts by abstaining from meat, and believe 
penance by selt-torture more necessary 
than penitence, which has its seat in the 
heart. Both pray for the dead, to release 
the soul from temporary punishment or 
purgatory, and both pray to the dead, eX- 
pecting to receive benefits through their 
means. Both rely on the merit of good 
works, and believe in works of superero- 
gation, by which a store of merit may be 
lal up as an offset against sins committed, 
Both trust in the power of charms, anv- 
lets, and incantations, to deliver them from 
the effects of diabolical influences; and 
both are given to the worship of images, 
and defend the practice on the same 
ground ; to wit, that they do not worship 


the image, but the object represented by 
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it. The Papists worship Holy Mother Vir- 
gin Mary: the Buddhists, Holy Mother, 
the Queen of Heaven. Both also care- 
fully preserve and worship relics of holy 
men, setting a great value upon the bones 
or old garments of the canonized dead, 
who are regarded as unusually holy. No 
wonder some of the old Jesuit missionaries 
thought the 
invented by the devil, for the express pur- 


juddhist religion had been 


pose of bringing a reproach upon the 
Romish Church. We would infer from 
the resemblance in the forms of worship 
of the two sects that the places of worship 
must also be alike ; and so, in fact, they are. 
The shrine and the altar, with the same 
gaudy tinsel and the same burning can- 
dles, and the idols but slightly different, 
give the Buddhist temple and Romish 
It is said 
that when the Insurgents took Nanking, 


chapel a very similar aspect. 


and went about destroying the idol temples, 
they demolished the Romish churches and 
their idols along with the rest, all uncon- 
scious of any difference between them. 
It was certainly a very natural, and a 
very pardonable mistake.— MM. S. Culbert- 
son, in Foreign Missionary. 


CHRISTIANITY IN JAVA. 


Efforts were made for the propagation 
of Christianity in Java as long ago as the 
year 1817. The first missionary, sent by 
the Serampore Baptist Missionary Society, 
the New 


Testament was translated into Javanese, 


was Mr. Briickner. By him 
and, together with several tracts, was 
printed at the Serampore mission press, 
The field of 
labor was, however, greatly wanting in 


and extensively distributed. 


promise, and in 1847 the Managers of the 
In the 
year’ preceding, 1846, Mr. Van Rhyn, a 


Society determined to withdraw. 


deputy from the Dutch Missionary Society, 
visited the island, and remained with Mr. 
Briickner for ten days. He was accom- 
panied by Mr. Jellesma, a missionary of 


that Society, who had labored several 
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years among the Alfoors on the island of 
Ceram. Mr. Briickner represented to the 
deputy that the English mission was about 
to be given up; that Dutch missionaries 
alone, from political considerations, could 
have access to the island; and that the way 
was already prepared through the transla- 
tion of the Scriptures, the circulation. of 
tracts, and the preparation of books to 
facilitate the learning of the language ; 
and he &njoined it on Mr. Van Rhyn to 
urge upon his Society the continuance of 
the work whose foundations had thus been 
laid. 

Mr. Jellesma perceived at once the 
superior advantages of the Java mission, 
when compared with that in) which he 
had hitherto been engaged, and immedi- 
ately began to apply himself to the lan- 
guage. Leaving for a season to complete 
with Mr. Van Rhyn the tour of the east- 
ern islands, he returned after a year, and 
settled at Surabaya, in the eastern part of 
Java. 

A company of pious persons, Europeans 
and Eurasians, had for some time sustain- 
ed prayer meetings at Surabaya, and had 
also made some efforts for the conversion 
of the natives. Tracts had sent 
them for distribution from Samarang and 


been 


Batavia, a divine blessing attended their 
exertions, and the first Christian congre- 
gation came into existence at a village 
eight or ten miles from that place. A 
Christian tract fell into the hands of the 
priest of the village, by which he was led 
to see the errors of heathenism and to in- 
quire after the way of truth. He was 
guided providentially to persons who were 
competent to direct him. He kept not to 
himself the light which he had received, 
but made his family and his neighbors par- 
takers of it; and-a considerable number 
This Christian 
body still exists, and numbers about forty 


of them embraced it. 
members. 

In Surabaya and its immediate vicinity 
also, indications were visible that a spirit 
of inquiry had been awakened. Thus at 
the Mr. 
Jellesma found his way prepared before 


commencement of his labors 


him. He was greatly blessed in his efforts, 
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and his endeavors were crowned with suc- 
cess. 

After a time he proceeded into the inte- 
rior, where there were extensive forests. 
A considerable number of people soon 
collected around him, whom he instructed 
in Christian doctrine, and many of whom 
were converted. The church now consists 
of four hundred members. 

The Dutch Missionary Society, in view 
of the divine blessing poured out upon this 
field, authorized the opening of an Insti- 
tution for the education of Christian natives 
with a view to their preparation to dissem- 
inate the gospel among their countrymen. 
Many useful young preachers have been 
the fruits of the Institution, whose labors 
have been honored by the conversion of 
sinners, and the formation of churches in 
the surrounding villages and districts; so 
that the number of persons professing 
Christianity is not less than two thousand. 
The gospel of Christ has wrought wonder- 
fully in these converts, who are chietly 
farmers. It has produced in them the ap- 
propriate results of a living faith, and is 
still bringing forth fruit unto eternal life. 
A new translation of the New Testament 
has come into circulation, under the ad- 
vantage of a longer and more extended 
knowledge of the language, besides new 
tracts. additional missionaries were 
sent out to the aid of Mr. Jellesma, in the 
year 1854, who have carried the work into 
still other districts, besides superintending 
the churches of native believers. 

After the withdrawal of the English 
Baptist Mission from Java, Mr. Briickner 
continued to labor in the middle portion 
of the island, visiting the people in their 
Villages and houses, and preaching Christ 
as he had opportunity. For eight years 
he adhered to his ministry, with little or 
no marked success. His work, however, 
* was not lost. It was preparatory. “ One 

soweth and another reapeth.” And in this 
case “ the sower and the reaper” have had 
opportunity to “ rejoice together.” 

In 1849 another laborer, sent out by 
the Dutch Missionary Society, came to 
the assistance of Mr: Briickner. As soon 

as he had become sufliciently acquainted 
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with the language, he began to hold meet- 
ings inthe native compounds. At first the 
services were well attended, being encour- 
aged by the country-born Europeans. 
But as soon as the natives became acquaint- 
ed with the object of the meetings, they 
withdrew. An interest was awakened, 
however, in the land-holders, who began 
to feel the saving power of divine truth, 
and some of whom were hopefully con- 
verted. The work of grace went forward, 
till a church of natives was built up, which 
now numbers from forty to fifty persons. 
The present increase of the church is less 
rapid than at the beginning. 

About a year after the church was es- 
tablished, several natives came from a dis- 
tance of sixty miles, sincere and earnest 
inquirers. Their attention was first di- 
rected to Christianity by reading a tract, 
and they had been further instructed by a 
native Christian.. After returning home, 
they constituted themselves into a church 
under the guidance of a native teacher. 
The church now numbers forty members. 
Another native church of nearly fifty 
members exists about thirty miles further 
south, and still another at Japara, about 
forty miles to the northeast, numbering 
some twenty members. The latter church 
has been raised up by a Mennonite mis- 
sionary from Tolland. 

Some of the native chiefs have inter- 
fered to prevent their subjects from join- 
ing the church, and some petty persecu- 
tions have been instituted against Christ- 


ianity. 


RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 


Ancestral Worship—Its Nature and Origin. 


Ancestral worship is the oldest system 
of idglatry now known in China, and has 
the strongest hold on the minds of the 
people. Its observances are regarded as 
part of the duties belonging to filial piety, 
and they are often engaged in with great 
preciseness and ostentationgsby those who 
were by no means scrupulous in attending 


to the duties they owed their parents while 
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living. Besides the motives arising from 
a grateful recollection of past favors, chil- 
dren are prompted to engage in acts of 
religious homage to their parents by the 
hope of being protected by them, and the 
As 


deceased parents are Supp sed to have the 


fear of incurring their displeasure. 


same tender care and solicitude for their 
children as when living, and to have the 
power of conferring blessings upon them, 
it is regarded as the duty of children to 
make a suitable return for these favors by 
religious homage and oflerings, the latter 
being regarded in the light of food for the 
spirits of the dead. 


Ancestral Tablets—Effigies of the Dead, 


The objects of worship are the ancestral 
tablets and painted portraits of the de- 
ceased. ‘The tablets or paintings of both 
parents are always worshipped together, 
if both are dead. The ancestral tablets 
are made of wood, and are about a foot 
high. The characters written upon them 
record the name and title of the deceased, 
with the precise hour of their birth and 
It is 
supposed that a man has three spirits, one 


death, and the names of their sons. 


of which, after death, resides in‘ this tab- 
let, and another in the tomb, while the 
third goes to hades, and in process of 
time re-appears in a new state of existence. 
When a family has an ancestral temple, 
two tablets are required, one for the house 
and the other for the temple ; but the one 
remaining in the house is supposed to con- 
tain the spirit. 

The paintings or effigies, which are also 
objects of worship, are taken after death. 
Though they may to some degree resem- 
ble the person whom they represent, they 
are very unlike the portrait of a living 
person, having a deathlike appearance, 
and presenting no object but that of the 
human figure. They have also their pecu- 
liar name, which serves still further to 
mark the distinction between them and 


portraits of the living. These effigies are 


generally bagpght out and worshipped 
only at the beginning of the New Year, 
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on the birth-days of the deceased, and 


| when they are honored with theatrical 
‘exhibitions. 


rhe worship of ancestors differs very 


little in its character from that of idols, 


and consists in prostrations, offerings of 


cooked food, the burning of incense, can- 
dies, and paper money, and sometimes 
theatrical plays. It is performed at the 
dwelling-house, the fuinily temple or the 


tomb. 
Family Temples. 


Family temples are large and costly 
edifices, resembling, in their external ap- 
pearance, temples for the worship of idols. 
Like them the high walls on the outside 
inclose a large with a 
In the 
building on the side of the court opposite 
the stage, 


open court, 


stave for theatricals at one end. 


the idols 


found in t mples dedicat dtothem,a | irge 


you see, instead of 
collection of ancestral tablets, ranged in 
rows, gradually ascending from the front 
These tablets 


sometimes date back a thousand vears, and 


like the seats of a gallery. 


are very numerous. In connection with 
ancestral temples are often found genea- 
logical tables; but many temples, with 
small incomes, are unable to procure them 
on account of the trouble and expense 
which they incur. These temples are 
constructed by the wealthy in honor of 
their immediate ancestors, and at first con- 
tain only the tablets of a few venerations. 
As the family increases from age to age, 
though it may contain many poor mem- 
bers, it generally includes enough wealth 
to keep the temple in repair and provide 
for its expenses. It is very common for 
persons of property, at their death, to 
leave a piece ol ground for the use of the 
family temple, the yearly proceeds of 
which are added to a common fund for 
repairs and providing sacrifices and theat- 
ricals. The tablets of deceased females 
are seldom found in the temples, though 
they sometimes occupy separate side apart- 
ments. The tablets of unmarried males 
are generally not admitted. In cases of 
the death of unmarried young men of par- 
ticular promise and prominence, the fol- 


lowing expedient is adopted to rescue their 
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names from oblivion. An arrangement is 
made with another family which has lost a 
member of about the same age of the op- 
posite sex, by which cere monies represent- 
ing the betrothal and marriage of the 
After 


this, a hild of some other member of the 


deceased parties are performed. 


family may be re koned to them as ason, 
and so th line of the deceased be trans- 
mitted, and his tablet, with those of his 
repute d wife and descendants, plac ed in 
the family temple. Abandoned characters 
are also denied the privilege ol partic ipat- 
ing in the ceremonies of the family temple 
while living, or having their tablet de- 
posited in it when dead. Such persons 
are said to be “ expelled from the family.” 
Ancestral temples are perhaps more nu- 
merous than any other temples of ¢ hina. 
Almost every small villas 
least one, most of these vill 


contains at 


Cs being 
posed prineip lly of inhabitants of the same 


name or funily A 


Worship at the Family Residence, and at 
the Tombs. 


The worship ol irents is ‘rtormed in 


the dwelling-house before the tablets in 
which the spirits are suppo ed to preside. 
This worship, on most occasions, is de- 
signed for parents exclusively, while that 
performed in the temple is paid to all the 
stors together. The 


garded as the most sacre 


former is re- 
1 and indispensa- 
ble, and is universal; while the worship 
in temples is confined to such families as 
fudividuals who 


are able bear them. 


h ive prope ry, generally leave a consider- 
able amount of land, to be used by their 
thildren in making sacrifices to them when 
This 
land cannot be disposed of by the family, 
A part 


is generally suflicient to 


they are dead, at their own homes. 
or appropriats | to any other use. 

of its pro 
cover the expenses of the idolatrous cere- 
monies for the year, and the rest is used 
at pleasure by the son who happens, in his 
turn, to have the charge of it. Perhaps 
one cause which had its influence in estab- 
lishing this custom, was the wish of parents 
to prevent their children from coming to 


absolute poverty, by making it impossible 
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for them to dispose of all their property. 
The ancestral tablets are not suffered to 
be removed from the old family residence, 
while any member of the family remains 
in it, as they are supposed to secure peeu- 
liar advantages to that place, and the re- 
moval of them would be regarded as an 
When a 


member of a family leaves the old home- 


act of disrespect to the spirits. 


stead, a quarrel sometimes arises respect- 
ing the taking away of some of the incense 
ashes from the box containing the tablets. 
[t is supposed that if any of these ashes is 
removed, a part of the luck will necessarily 
go with it. 

Worship at the tombs is performed at 
the ‘T's'ing-ming festival, which occurs in 
This is a 
perio | of leisure with the people generally ; 


the second or third month. 
and as the cultivation of the land has not 
yet commenced, it affords the best oppor- 
tunity for visiting the tombs, which are 
scattered upon the hills, and among the 
rice fields. Before going abroad to visit 
the tombs, worship is performed at home, 
for the benefit of ancestors in general, 
including those whose graves may have 
this season of the 
year, passage-boats are in continual requi- 


been forgotten. At 
sition for excursions into the country, 
some persons spending several days in 
visiting graves in different places. This is 
a time of particular animation and gaiety. 
Large numbers of persons, dressed in 
their best clothes, are seen travelling in all 
directions, and servants are seen carrying 
large baskets, full of different kinds of food 
and wine, which are to be presented as 
Arrived at the 
place of destination, after the local deity 


offerings at the tombs. 


of the place has been worshipped, these 
offerings are spread out on a table before 
the tomb, incense sticks and candles are 
lighted, different individuals make their 
prostrations, and bags of paper money 
are burned. Fresh dirt is also generally 
heaped on the grave, and a stick, “with 
a piece of colored paper attached, is in- 
serted in the earth, to show that the place 
has not been neglected. Women visit the 
graves only during the three years after 
an individual’s death; and then it is sim- 
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ply to weep or lament, which men are not 
expected to do. With this weeping are 


mingled passionate exclamations, and in- 


vocations of the dead, with sad tales of 


sorrows, trials, and disappointments. A 
stranger would suppose, from the loud 
wailing and sobbing of these women, and 
the tears they shed, that their grief was 
inconsolable ; but it is generally only an 
appearance of grief, which they have 
learned to assume on specified occasions, 


and which they easily lay aside when the | 


prescribed ceremonies are over, When 
the customary worship is finished, the 
party return home in high glee, and not 
unfrequently become partially intoxicated 
by drinking the wine used in the ofler- 
ings. 


Seasons for engaging in this Worship. 


The frequency with which ancestral 
worship is performed, and the expense at- 
tending it, are determined by the means 
and dispositions of different families, and 
the funds previously appropriated to this 
use. Some wealthy families engage in this 
worship more than ten times in the year, 
and at an enormous expense. The per- 
son who happensin rotation to be cultivating 
the “ sacrificial land” and attending to these 
rites, is often charged with appropriating 
too much of the money to his own uses ; thus 
giving rise to family broils, bloodshed, and 
lawsuits, which often end in poverty. The 
smallest number of idolatrous ceremonies 
admissible, even among the common peo- 
ple, is six during the year, viz., at the 
beginning and end of the year, the Ts'ing- 
ming festival, the middle of the seventh 
month, and the days of the birth and 
death of deceased parents. Great birth- 
days of ancestors, which occur every tenth 
year, are celebrated at the dwelling-house, 
with unusual extravagance in worship and 
offerings, accompanied by music and the- 
atricals. After the lapse of one hundred 
years, the observance of these days ceases. 
The observance of common birth-days 
ceases at the same time, unless the deceas- 


[February, 


ed has left land to defray the expenses of 
sacrificing to him, in which case the sacri- 


fices are continued indefinitely. The 
Tung-chi festival is the time generally 
chosen for introducing new tablets, and 
pertorming theatricals in the family tem- 
ples. 

This rapid and imperfect sketch of an- 
cestral worship presents to view but a 
part of the burden which idolatry imposes 
upon this deluded people, This system is 
supported, partly by immemorial custom, 
partly by the fear of incurring the displeas- 
ure and punishment of departed spirits, 
and partly, perhaps, by a misguided teel- 
ing of gratitude and veneration for those 
to whom they are most indebted. As a 
striking example of the show of reverence 
for parents in China, it may be observed, 
that children will never repeat the surname 
If asked what 
it is, they reply, “The first character is 


of their deceased father. 
. and the second character is 


In conclusion, ancestral worship is the 
strong-hold of idolatry in China. It is 
comparatively easy to persuade the people 
to renounce the worship of images, repre- 
senting persons whom they have never 
known, and to whom they have never 
been indebted; but to their minds, the 
worship of those who once loved and 
cared for them, has a peculiar sacredness. 
In addition to the reluctance of the heart 
to reject it, the people are bound to it by 
the verdict of public opinion, which would 
brand one doing so as an undutiful son; 
by the fear of being expelled from their 
families as outcasts; and the pecuniary 
wivantages derived from the land left for 
idolatrous purposes. While the worship 
of idols may be, and is, rejected by those 
who are only intellectually convinced of 
its folly, the prejudices which attach to 
ancestral worship are seldom if ever re- 
moved, except by the power of the Holy 
Spirit enlightening and renewing the 
heart.—J. LL. Nevius, in Home and For. 
Record. 


i 
4 
a 
= 
| 


1858.] 


Other Missions. — Paris Evangelical Missionary Society. 


OTHER MISSIONS. 


PARIS EVANGELICAL 
SOCIETY. 


MISSIONARY 


The operations of this Society embrace 
1. A mission house at Passy, in France where 
some pupils are receiving instruction prepa- 
ratory to their future work as Miss 
besides two, who are studying elsewhere. 
2. The 


sion there are cleven 


In this inis- 
The 
northerly is Motito, having a small, but in- 
ter 
gradually coming under the influence 

At Bethulia there is achurch of 21 
last vear, 34; 


mission in South Africa. 
stations. most 


ting ehureh; 


and the population is 
of the 
members; received the ; the 
congregation numbers 400; catechumens,24; 
scholars, from 100 to'150. At Carmel is a 
remurk- 
At 


Beersheba there are 320 church members, 122 


congregation of 400 souls, making 


able progress in the arts of civilized lif 


catechumens, and 200 pupils in the schools 
Hebron is a new station, whose progress is 
but At Bethesda a 


and tasteful place of worship was built the 


slow, substantial. new 
last year, to which the natives contributed ae- 
The 
Hermon is one of the last formed, but it has 


cording to their ability. station at 


a church of 54 members ; Bassouto hearers 
from four to five hundred, Hottentots 30; 
candidates for baptism, 61; scholars, from 
30 to 40. At Morijathe number of mem- 
bers is 341; schools are established at many 
points remote from the station, and the na- 
tives themselves are very active in dissemi- 
nating the gospel. ‘That at Bossiou enjoyed 
a revival of religion the last year. It em- 
braces 100 church members ; received during 
the year, 28 ; catechumens, 40 ; congregation, 
from 300 to 450; scholars, 30 to 60. Berea 
has had difficulties, but enjoys a genuine 
and increasing prosperity. 
of 91 
about 600; catechumens, 46 


Mekuatling has 


a chureh congregation, 


members ; 
scholars, &5. 


The receipts of the Society the last year 


122,677 


were 123,781 franes ; expenditures, 
franes. One missionary returns to his field 
of lubor, and one new missionary is about 
to be sent forth. The head of the mission 


house is Mr, Casalis, a returacd missionary. 


| 


We 


station at Hermon from the Journal des Mis- 


translate the following notices of the 


sions. 


The church has been replenished by per- 
sons converted in the station, and by mem- 
bers coming from other churches. Twice 
during the year Bassouto converts have been 
admitted in the presence of numerous spee- 
tutors, many of whom have been present for 
One of 


the converts is a young man who had been 


the first time at such solemnities. 
for many years in the service of the mission 
at Berea, When called upon to give the 
reason of the faith he professed, he spoke 
with lively emotion of the goodness of God 
towards him. “Iam astonished,” he said, 
“to find myself here, so long have I resisted 
the appeals of mercy; and I even fled, that 
the invitations of the yospel might not sound 
in myears. The voice of God has followed 
me here, L have heard it again, and I believe. 
Now IL come to devote myself to Christ, to 
renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
As for you, my friends, with whom I have 
walked in the ways of sin, I leave you. 
Your pleasures are no 
But what do I 
Shall 
we not walk together in the path of life? 
Come let us again be one, not to devote our- 

be taught in 
Come, O come ; let 


Seck me no more, 


longer mine. Farewell. 


say? Will you not come with me? 


selves to sinful folly 
the school of Christ. 
us seek heaven together.” 

His appeal was not in vain. Many of his 
old companions now began to ask in sincer- 
ity, ‘ What must Ido to be saved ? 

Very recently seven females witnessed a 
good confession before the congregation in 
Hermon. In private conversations with the 
pastor they had given him reason to rejoice 
in their Christian experiences. One of them 
is the wife of a Chief, a man of influence in 
the country. She speaks with joy of her 
deliverance from the bondage of the world and 
of Satan. “TI was once,” she said, ‘ buried 
in sin; but I have escaped from the tomb, 
for the Lord Jesus has delivered me.” 


From various places persons of all ages 
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come to inquire anxiously the way of salva- 
tion. 


The little chapel, opened in April, 
1855, and capable of accommodating about 


170 persons, is no longer large enough for 
use. 


On ordinary occasions, the as sembly is 


such that for a long time the preaching has 
This is 
very inconvenient, as well for the hearers as 
for the preacher. 


necessarily been in the open air. 


More than once they have 
been dispersed by rain, and those who came 
from a great distance for the bread of life 
have been forced to return home unsatistied. 
The station needs a chapel in which the nu- 
merous congregation can be accommodated. 


POLYNESIA. 


The following extracts from the last report 
of Messrs. Geddie and Inglis, of the Nova Scotia 
Missionary Society, copied from the Lon 
don Missionary Magazine, show that th 
brethren enjoy the most signal tokens of the 
divine blessing on their labors. 


i ed on the Sabbath. 


Lord’s work continues to 


The prosper. 
The entire population of Anciteum, nearly 


4000, have now, with the exc ption of about 


200, abandoned heathenism, professed Chris- 
tianity, and placed themselves under our in- 
structions. The numberof church-members 
is 150; the number of candidates for member- 
ship is 75. We have four large places of 
worship, two on each side of the island, capa- 
ble of containing upwards of 2000 worship- 
pers. We have upwards of fifty schools: the 
whole Christian population attend school for 
an hour five mornings in the week, and also 
on the Sabbath afternoon. In several of the 
schoolhouses public worship is also perform- 
The four Gospels, the 
Acts of the Apostles, the halfof Genesis, the 
book of Jonah, the first epistle of John, and 


other detached portions of Scripture, are 


. translated into this language. 


Upwards of 1400 of the natives have 
mastered the elementary books, and are read- 
ing in the Gospels. About 300 have made 
considerable progress in writing; a good 
many of them have also commenced arith- 
metic. 
been established upon Christian principles ; 


For nearly four years marriage has 


and without disturbing any previously recog- 
nized marriage, upwards of a hundred mar- 
riages have been solemnized with Christian 
rites. 


: Other Missions. — Polynesia ; Amoy. 


The civilization of the natives is keeping 


[February, 
pace with their Christianity. Agriculture is 
extending, and food is becoming much more 
plentiful. 


The people are manifesting a 


strong desire for the arts and conveniences 


of civilized life. House-building and road- 
making are fast improving the appearance 
and condition of the island. In addition to 
our four places of worship, there are now 


twenty-four large schoolhou framed with 


wood, and the walls plastered with lime, 
while cottages of the same materials for 
chiefs, teachers, and others, are rising up in 


all diggetions, 


The natives will now sell any- 


thing, or work at anything, to obtain Euro- 
pean clothing. 

The Lord has wonderfully, silently, and 
| gradually inclined the hearts of this people 
| to receive the truths of His holy word, 
There has been no special excitement; at no 
| time have any large numbers come in at 
| once; but for y scarcely a week has 


elay ed, but we have had some necessions 


from the heathen, till, now, they are reduced 


reeling individuals, 


toa few stra iving neither 


r moral jufluence among the 


coM- 

mn We are safe in saving, that on this 
island idolatry ished, Ch nity is 

| the religion of th ople. The Sabbath is 
univ llvo ved as of Divi ippoint- 
ment, slavery has b abolished by statute, 


and, as in Britain, 


of 


ninon law 


Anciteum. 
Butlet us not, however, be misunderstood, 
the Lo I's bh WwW tk 


Thi h ra creat 
has already been accomplished on this island ; 


but a far greater work has vet to be done. 


Nearly the whole | ypulation have been 
brought from heathenism to Christianity; 
but the number who have been brought from 
sin to holiness is as y omy tively sm ll. 
The work is spread over the whole surface 
of society but it has ined a deep and firm 
hold only to a limit lextent. Still we hope 


and pray that He who has beeun this good 


work among the people, will watch over it, 
and carry it forward, till every heart submits 


to the authority of Jesus, 


AMOY, 


r dated 


In a le the 4th of July last, Mr. 
Doty, of the American Presbyterian Mission, 


We still have some precious tokens of 


the Lord’s favor. To-morrow (D. V.) we 
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expect to welcome three men from among 
the heathen to 
fellowship of the church. 


the saered ordinances and 


One is three 


score and ten; one from a village about 


eight miles distant, an agriculturalist, 


and the third a female, the wife of one of 


our members, who before he heard the g@os- 
Truly the 


gospel is the power of God, and Jesus Christ 


pel was a pirate by profession. 


a great jour. 


A more recent communication from the same 
mission siys, 


The three brethren at Amoy are continu- 
ing to eather the rich harvest with which 
God has rewarded the toils of former vears, 
The outpouring of the Spirit upon their fi ld 
is most marked and gratifying. ‘The seven- 


ty-two converts added in 1855 did not ex- 


haust th ssing, for we find that during 


mouths of the succeeding year, 

reecived into the 
Nor were these hasty addi- 
he method of examination and 
trial: 
to 


«l by the missionary brethren is shown 
as rigid and cautious, as could well be 
devised. 

The mission has been greatly preserved in 
health and strength during the past year 
The 


Which has attended them imposes more labor 


but they are sadly overtaxed. 


SUCCESS 


than they are well able to perform, and their 
ery becomes more and more urgent for addi- 


tional lin i's 


AHMEDNUGGER., 


The Missionary Herald communicates inter- 


esting intelligeuce from Ahmednuggur 


American Board, u 


A visit to Chande, : 


sion of tl 
Sept. 30 
showed that, in the midst of the excitem ; 
which India is inflamed, the Lord has lifted up 
his standard. 


The Chande 


assembled on Saturday afternoon, and in the 


members of the chureh 
evening met for the examination of candi 
dates. Itwas found impracticable to examine 
all who offered themselves, and after a long 
session the meeting was adjourned, and met 
again afierthe morning service on the Sabbath. 
There were many spectators present at the 
examinations, and great interest was awa- 
kened. Two of the 
while the examinations were in progress, to 
offer themselves as candidates for church 


spectators decided, 
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membership. They had long been nominal 
believers, but had been restrained by family 
and prudentia! considerations from taking this 
step. ‘There were, in all, fifteen candidates, 
and more than six hours were occupied in 


We 


were pleased to see that the church was deter- 


the two sessions for examining them. 


mined to make the examination thorough 
and practical. These fifteen persons, offer- 
ing themselves at such a time, when many 
were expecting the overthrow of the English 
Government, when they were threatened by 
their neighbors with martyrdom as soon as 
the government should change, and when 
they were hearing of the wholesale murder of 
native Christians at the north, gave very 
Nine of the 
candidates, cight men and one woman, were 


fair proof of their sincerity. 


accepted by the church, and were baptized 
and received into covenant just before the 
administration of the sacrament on Sabbath 
afternoon. Three members were. also re- 
ceived by letter from the First chureh in 
So the 


which was formed by a colony of eight per- 


Ahmednugeur. Chande church, 


from 


Ahmeduugegur First church, in 
February, 1856, has, by a vigorous growth, 
attained to a membership of thirty-four per- 


sons in the course of twenty months, 


ESQUIMAUX. 


, Moravian missionary among 
Indians on the coast of Lab- 
follows, under date of Okak, 


Our congregation here, 
hundred 


the Lord regardeth in merey that which is 


numbering three 
nd six souls, is another proof that 
despised among men and of low estate, and 
has chosen it as a recompense for his suffer- 
ings. ‘To the praise of God I ean testify of 
our Exquimaux, that they are gratefal for 
Ilis goodness, by which His word of salva- 
Dur- 
ing the spring, summer and autumn they are 


tion has been brought even unto them. 


obliged to be absent from us, partly on land 
hunting the reindeer, or on the water in their 
kajaks in pursuit of seals. At sach times 
they area real nomad race. Only in October 
they begin to live near us ; and from Decem- 
ber to Easter we have the whole congrega- 
From October on we have 
If the seal- 
hunt has been tolerably successful, and they 


tion around us. 


service and school every day. 


| 
| 
| 
d 
| Mr. Albreeht 
the Esquimau: 
rader, writes as 
| July 15, 1857, 
| 


plans for the future. 


have enough to eat for the long winter, we 
daily see almost the whole congregation in 
church, When the bell rings they emerge 
from their turf-huts in long lines, the adults 
on the road to chureh, the children to school, 
which is kept both in the morning and after 
noon. The Lord's Supper is generally cele 
brated every four weeks. The number of 
communicants is one hundred and twenty 
two. Before cach communion we seck ocean 
sion to speak to every one of our members, 
and thus we remain in intimate deguaintance 
with them. In this way we have the very 
best opportunity to remind and admonish 
them, aud to beg them to work out their own 
trembling The 


Lord’s Supper is a privilege highly prized 


salvation with fear and 


by our people; and in order that it may be 


AMERICAN BAPTIS' 


RECENT INTELLIGENCE, 


BURMA, 


Our advices from Maulmain are to Oct 
Mrs. 
Whitaker for Tavoy the previous evening, by 
Hibbard, 


Mrs, W’s health, which for a time was improy 


19, announcing the embarkation of 
steamer, in company with Mrs. 


ing, had become more impaired, and solici 
tude was felt in regard both to herself and her 
child. A letter from Mrs. Whitaker dated 
a month previous, alludes to her late be- 
reavement and her thoughts for the future. 
She writes— 

“T need not attempt to express my own 
personal irreparable loss, or that of my fa 
therless littl: ones (yet too young to realize 
it), or the sorrow the dear Karen disciples 
of Toungoo will feel, when they find they 
have been watching in vain for the return of 
the To us, this is a most dark, 
trying, mysterious providence ; but we ac- 
knowledge it is the Lord’s hand which has 
stricken, and we are dumb before Him. In 
such hours as these the sweet promises of 


teacher. 


the gospel afford relicf and comfort to the 
anguished spirit, and we must wait to know 
why God has thus dealt with us; being as- 
sured that what we know not now, we shall 
know hereafter. I have of course no definite 


If my health be re- 


[' 


Recent Intelligence. 


} nately by 


[ February, 


preparatory discourse, whieh they are 


earnestly reminded of the apostle’s admoni- 


tion, 


| a blessing to their souls, there is always a 
| 

| ‘Let a man examine himself, and so 


let him eat of this bread, and drink of this 
eup 


In chareh the organ is played alter 


two of our bequimaux, and on 


festivals the choir sings anthems, accompa 
nied by the violin and thite 
The spiritual condition of our congrega 


tion during the last year was cheering, whieh, 


next to the influence of the Spirit of God, 
is to be ascribed to the circumstance that 
they had less of outward distress to contend 


aupainat than the year before That outward 
suffering and privation often do not lead to 
the Lord and to prayer, we have frequently 


to experience in the case of our Esquimaux, 


MISSIONARY UNION, 


stored, (which [hope is now steadily, though 
Dam compelled to beliove, slowly, impros 
iny,) and if it should accord with the views 
of the Ey 
would be 


ecutive Committee, my desire 
with the eoneurrence of the mi 

sionary brethren and sisters, to remain still 
in the mission for a few years, and to labor, 


as far as circumstances would allow, for the 


Karens I shall wait anxiously to hear what 
the views and wishes of the Executive Com 
mittee may be with reference to this subject ; 
and in the mean time will try to look upward 
for guidance, hoping that God will point out 
the place and way in which he would hav 
me, and in which | may be most useful in 


” 


his service 
ASSAM, 


Mr. Danforth writes Oct. 15, ‘ After six 


months of incessant anxiety, we, through 
the blessing of God, feel that we are com 
The 
Whitings have returned again to their sta 


paratively safe now, here in Assam. 


tion, and we in Gowahati have ceased to 
meet daily for drill; though our company 
still retains its organization and its arms, 
For more than six weeks I have done mili 
tary duty daily, and that, too, directly in 
front of a large company of sepoys, many 
of whom were known to be mutinous. At 
many times, the least occasion would have 
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caused an outbreak, Upper Assam has 1; Hudson, Mrs. Greely 1; Mra, 
: : ‘ Chase 1; per Kev, H. Tonkin, 
been in a still worse condition, But God ayent, 69.77 


has wonderfully protected us; and no blood 


has been spilled.” Vermont. 
We are pvreatly pained to learn from the 
Manchester, J. 8. Vettibone 1; 
same letter, that the health of Mrs, Dan West Topsham, eh. 10; Swan- 
nire cneate ton, Fen. Mies. Soe. 6; 
forth has becom d, ed ch. 2.02; Georgia, ch, 
fevers and small pox, as to compel her 10; Derby, D. VP. Willey 6; 
Ludlow, ch. 30; per Rev. H, 
early return to this country, She is expect Tonkin, agent, 
ed to leave Gowahati this month (feb.,) and 


Cas a tu ve be found, will be ae 
unl alterna md, wi 
COM (of neces ity her husband, 

Mr. and Mrs. Bronson and daughter left Tey, J. Holbrook 1; 
South eh., Young Ladies’ Misa. 

Soc., Miss Sarah Mann tr., 

to sup. a Karen ehild in Mre. 
second week in October, W och., Burmah, 12; Ja- 
maicn Minin, a friend 2; Brook. 
line, ch. and cony., Dea, San- 
dereon tt mon, Con. 2207; 
Needham Plain, “A poor man’s 
offering’ 8; Haverlill, let eh., 
DONATIONS, George Appleton tr., 00; Wert 
Townsend, a friend, for Bur, 
Mies, 1; Tewkebury, Mary Bar- 
her 2; Somerville, let eh., G, 

W. Roblisontr.,to cons Enoch 
Kk. Morse M., 100; Wendell, 
Sawin 2; Malden, 
let B.S. Converse tr., to 

Kennedy 20 cons. William J, Eames M., 

Vussalbore’, nod of wh. 41.28 is tr. Ladies? 

White IS | Mission Cirele, My Kebecea 
ah, Sub | Wait tr, and 26 fr. Sab. Seh., 
Merriam 2) ets.; (eorge Murray tr., 211 20; Bey- 
im Mets.; Waupun, erly, Ist eh, 108 764.46 
veather 1; Augusta, North Kyremont, eh., Mion. Con, 
$05; u triend Woreester, 
J.C. White tr.. at. chi, mon, eon. & Mh; 
d, ch., of wh. 14.48 hast Cambridge, ch. 61; per 
the’ For. Mi Kiev. J. Aldrie! 
20.48; Corinth, ch., of wh 
u. For, Miss. Soe., 
Smith, 
Miss. Sac. 10 lrovidence, Ist ch., a member, 
‘ Carme! 
i 
of wh. 46.40 ix fr. Sa Connecticut. 
tro 
Charles 
llodydon, eh 


Gowahati for Caleutta, by steamer, the 


Recniven in 


Maine. 


Southport, Ebenezer Silliman, to 
MN cons. his nephew, Nathaniel L 
Viler ch. 4.26; Silliman, M., 

Oldtown, Central Thomaston, ch. 12; 
Bianehard 6; Corinna, Rev Lyme, let ch. 47.60; Bnd eh. 
Day il wd Dinmont, 32.5%: Cirecnville, eh 7; No- 
Caroline Wilder 15) Kendu auk, ch. 27; Central Norwich, 

with previous ch to eons. Daniel W. 

tis. William J. Stanton and Dea. B. Crans- 


haton, Calvin I. Weld ton LL. M wr Hev. J. Aldrich 
wnd Samuel W. Wallace L. M., 212.80 


—— 265.35 


New York. 
New Hampshire. 
Harrisburgh, ch. und soe. 22.79; 
New London, Ladies’ Literary Moscow, “A lover of missions” 
nnd Mivsionary Soe., M.O. Car- 1}; Le Koy, Theron Fisk 10; 
Stratham, ch. 6; W vorming, Rev. William Dean, 
Den, Silas Colby 2; Ib 1), to sup. A Tui, a nat. 
2.08; Deerfield, eh Chinese preache rin Hongkong, 
fo ovr. and to cona. 
eh, 7.60; Coneord, Mrs. Maria M, Dean L. M., 100; 

20; New Boston, 8. a friend ete.; 
Holbrook 1.50; L. Orleans Ana Miss Mary IHlar- 
Langdell 2; Mre. Langdell 60 lnnd 25; Rovalton Centre, Wil- 
S. Langdell 1; 8. Whip- lintn W. Dewey, to cons. him- 
; Dolly Seavy 20cts,; Mary seif L. M., 100; per Rev. H. A. 

Atwood 50 cts.; Mra. At- Smith, agent, 

wood 1; Rev. J. Atwood 2; Erie Asso., Forestville, ch. 12.68; 
Lydia Atwood 1.50; John Hoit Fredonia, ch. 1.50; Ellery, ch. 


63 
17.00 
47.02 
4.62 
899.26 | 
25.00 
100.00 
q 
217.26 
q 
134.29 
125.00 
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6; Leon, ch. 3.50; Stockton, 
ch. 50 cts; per Rey. H. A. 5., 


Donations. 


agent, 24.03 
Madison Asso., Fenner, ch. 8; 
Delphi, ch. §.88; per Rey. H. 
A. 5., agent, 16.38 


Hudson Kiver North Asso., West 
Hillsdale, ch. 7.98; A. Van De 
Boe 10; P. Van De Boe 5; Hud- 
son, ch. 24; W. HH. Gifford 5; 
Kingston, ch. 47.90; Rondout, 
ch. 9.08; a friend 50 cis.; Cats- 
kill, ch. 75 and Athens, ch. 25, 
to cons. Jonas Orsor L. M., 
100; Saugerties, ch. 15.60; per 
Rev. O. Dodge, agent, 225 

Saratoga Asso . Burnt Hills, ch. 
60; 5. R. Gorrett 5; Stephen 
Garrett 1.50; Garrett 
1.50; per Rev. Oo: D., agent, 

New Asso., Hastings, ch. 5; 
E. Learned 25; New York city, 
mission sch. 5; per Rev. 0. D., 
ageut, 

Stephentown East Hills- 
dale, ch. 11; Betsey Pomeroy 5; 
per Rey. 0.'D. , agent, 

Rensselaersville Asso., New Bal- 
timore, ch. 6; Rev. J. C. Wee- 
den 25; per Rev. O. D 

Dutchess Asso., 

2.25; Benj. 

ham 10; per Rev. 
Broome and 


Red Hook, ch. 
Vier J. H. Gra- 


Tioga. Bing- 
hampton, ch., with other 
nas., to cons. Mrs. L. C. Stim- 
son L. M., 33.46; Conklin, ch. 
5.85; 

Essex and Champlain Asso., 8 
H. Mead, per Rev.O. D., agent, 25 


New Jersey. 
West N 


Asso., Coliansey, 2nd 
ch., Se « Sch., per Rev. S. M. 
Osgood, agent, 

Centrai N.J Asso..S 
ch., per Rev. S. M. O., agent, 
East N. J. Asso., Shrewsbury, 
ch. 18; Keyport, ch. 8.57: per 
Rev. 5. M. O., agent, 


andy Ridge, 


Pennsylvania. 


Central Union Asso 

a friend 10; Vhilade!phia, Ist 

ch.. Tiiomas Wattson 100; Sab. 

Sch... to cons. Webster R. Maul 

L. M., 100; per Rev. 8) M. Os- 

good, agent, 210.00 
Centre Asso., Shaver’s Creek, ch. 

3.50; Huntingdon, ch, Rev. A. 

B. Siiil 2.80; per Rev. 8. M.O., 

ageui, 
Clarion 


Sallac 


. Harrisburg, 


Asso, Warsaw, Rev. J. 
, per Rev. 8S. M. O., 
Monon Asso Uniontown, 

ch. 7.:0; Greensboro’, ch. 1.25; 

per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 8.95 
Northumberland Asso., Derry, 

ch., per Rev. 5. M.O. agent, 
Philac« plia Asso., Upland, ch., 

ver Kiev. S. M. O., agent, 
Wyominy As-o., Mahoopang, ch. 
2.07; Eaton, ch. 76 cts.; per 
Rev. 8. M. U., agent, 


agt, 


Ohio. 


Plymouth. Calista Robbins 50 
cts.; Newport, ch. 42; Beverly, 
ch. Cincinnati, High st. 


per Rey. O. D., agent, 39.3 


21.5 57 


v.00 


58.00 


,agent, 31.00 


. D., agent, 7-25 


or 


26.83 


286.35 


746.82 


ch. 5; Norwalk, ch., mon. con., 
of wh. 6.78 are Sab. Sch. penny 


Philadelphia, 1 


: of the village ch 
&c,, tor 
family, 


lothiag, 
Kev. Dr. Mason and 

Burmah, 

Dr. Jayne 

& Son, medicine, for the Siam 

Mission, 155.00 


[ February, 


coll,, 64; 117.07 
Dayton, Ist ch., of wh. 16.94 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., per H. Davis, agent, 64.00 
— 181,07 
Indiana. 
Mt Zion Asso., Hurricane, ch. 
2.50; Morgantown, ch. 1.30; 
Mt. Pleasant, Ist ch. 50 cts.; 
Franklin, Ist ch. 2.55; for Hen- 
thada Mission House, per Rey. 
A. 5S. Ames, agent, 6.85 
Flat Rock Asso., Mt. Pleasant, 
2nd ch. 1225; J. W. Lemar 5; 
for Henthada Mission House, 
per Kev. A. S.A agent. 7.25 
Asso., Sugar Creek, 
ch 7.89; M. Suites i: 
Pratt 5; ‘ie C. Atkins 5; T. 
Gott 5; Lafaye W. Wood- 
worth, to cons. Mrs. Jennett 
W oodwort! L. M.. 100; for 
Henthada Nt ssion House; In- 
dianapolis, Sab. Sch. for the 
liongkong Mission, 52.35; per 
Rev. A. S. A., agent, 176.24 
Friendship Asso., L. W. Sanders, 
for Ilenthada Mission llouse, 
per Rey. A. 5. A., agent 5.00 
205.34 
Michigan. 
Grand River Asso., L’ well, ch., 
per Rev. A. S. Ames, agent, 14.0 
Iowa. 
Muscatine, Holland, ch., 6.00 
$3,052.66 
Legacies. 
Lowell, Ms., David Tratl, per 
Jesse Fox, admr., 100.00 
Mohaw k, N. Y., Achsa Peirce, 
kK. B. Peiree, executor, 170.58 
70.88 
$3,328.04 
Total from April 1 to Dee. 81, 1857, $37,668.25 
Donations in Goods. 
trookline, Ms., Dea. D and Mrs. 
Sunderson. 3 boxes sundries 
for Kev. Wm. Ashmore and 
family, Siam, 73.92 
Napoleon, (Lancaster?) Ms., Fem. 
Benev. Soc., box dried truits, 
&e., for Rev. M. J. Knowlton 
and family, China, 25.00 
Hartford, Ct., ladies of the Ist 
lothing, &e., for Rev. 8. 
M. Whiting & family, Assam, 54.50 
Galway, N. Y., Ladies’ Ber 
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